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Week Ending Friday, July 21, 2006 


The President’s News Conference 
With President Vladimir Putin of 
Russia in Strelna, Russia 

July 15, 2006 


President Putin. Dear ladies and gentle- 
men, | have just completed my meeting with 
the President of the United States. The Rus- 
sian party is satisfied with the results of this 
meeting. The meeting has reaffirmed that 
Russia and the United States remain reliable 
and mutually interested partners. We have 
been able to reach a whole range of agree- 
ments on key issues on the bilateral and 
international agenda. 

We have adopted a joint statement, the 
basis of which are our parallel initiatives on 
the secure development of nuclear energy 
Its main goal is to contribute to the sustain 
ability and reliability of the supply of this type 
of energy resource and the parallel reduction 
of the threat of the spread of nuclear weap 
ons. We believe that this will be possible in 
the case of the creation of a system of inter 
national enrichment centers integrated into 
a single network and, of course, under strict 
control on the part of the IAEA. 

It is equally important to pay a close atten 
tion to the development of innovative tech- 
nology in the creation of new-generation re- 
actors. The most productive way to go is to 
carry out this work on the basis of broad 
international cooperation. Such an approach 
will have a positive and stabilizing effect on 
the progress of international political and 
eCOnonnuc processes. 

We have also supported the United States 
proposal on the Global Nuclear Energy Part- 
nership. The Russian initiative on the cre- 
ation of multilateral centers for the provision 
of nuclear fuel cycle services and the idea 
this area com- 
plement each other very well, and we'll joint- 
ly work towards integrating these two initia- 
tives. In order to achieve this, we'll have to 
resolve problems that have to do with the 


of a global partnership in 


terms of trade in nuclear materials between 
Russia and the United States. 

In addition to that, we have come up with 
a joint statement on fighting acts of nuclear 
terrorism. It reaffirms the shared desire of 
Russia and the United States to counter this 
dangerous threat and opens new horizons for 
our joint efforts. Our countries are dem- 
onstrating their commitment to taking the 
most serious measures to counter the acquisi- 
tion, transport, or use of nuclear and radio- 
active materials by terrorists, as well as im- 
provised explosive des ices based on such ma- 
terials. It is equally important to rule out any 
hostile actions against nuclear facilities. We 
hope that this initiative will draw the due at- 
tention of other participants in the G-—S and 
will deliver concrete results. 

We have had a productive discussion of 
the of international 
Those include Iran’s nuclear program, the 
situation in the Middle East, on the Korean 
Peninsula, and in other regions of the world. 


entire range issues. 


We also discussed the settlement of per- 
sistent conflicts in regions that are Russia's 
neighbors. Both sides have expressed and re- 
affirmed their commitment to resolving all 
these problems through peaceful political 
and diplomatic means. We intend to step up 
our efforts in the spirit of solidarity to 
counter new threats and challenges. \ good 
example is our joint initiative to hold in 
spring 2007 in Vienna a political conference 
on the partnership of governments, civil soci- 
ety and business in counterterrorism 

On the whole, we hope that our joint pro- 
posals and agreements will lay a good 
groundwork for a successful G-S summit. 
They will set the right constructive tone for 
the proceedings of a credible international 
forum. 

We have also discussed bilateral coopera- 
tion in the light of the parallel instructions 
to the government agencies and departments 
of the two countries to step up our inter- 
action. We have registered success in the 
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achievement of our goals in all areas—econ- 
omy, security, science and outer space, peo- 
ple-to-people contacts. Some of the instruc- 
tions have already been fulfilled; others are 
still being carried out. New goals have been 
agreed upon that will be addressed in nearest 
future. Those include the peaceful use of nu- 
clear energy, fighting money laundering 
fighting avian influenza, and cultural co- 
operation. 

We have not limited ourselves to the dis- 
cussion of the current problems; quite the 
contrary. We have tried to glance at the Rus- 
sian-U.S. relationship from the perspective 
of the future and in the broad context of the 
development of the system of international 
relations as a whole 

| would like to thank our American part- 
ners for a friendly and constructive atmos- 
phere in which our meeting has taken place. 
Thank you for your attention 

President Bush. We did have a very good 
today. It actually 
our discussion started last night over a really 
And I want to thank you and 
Mrs. Putina for being such wonderful hosts. 

You've got to admit this is a fantastic set- 


discussion was started 


good dinner 


ting. It’s beautiful. The cottages are very 
think that our fellow G-S8 
leaders are going to really enjoy being here 

Anyway 


comfortable. | 


we had a good discussion this 
morning. One thing is clear, is relations be- 
tween America and Russia are good, and 
they're important that they be good. We've 
got a lot to—we've got a lot to work on. We 
discussed North Korea and Iran. Those are 
two difficult issues, made less difficult be- 
cause Russia and the United States are will- 


ing to work together to send clear messages 


to both governments that their nuclear weap- 
ons ambitions are not acceptable 

We talked about the Middle East. I ex- 
plained my position, which I'm confident I'll 
be asked about here in a minute. The Presi- 


dent talked about his concerns. We share the 
same concerns. We are concerned about the 


violence, and we're troubled by the loss of 


innocent life. President Putin, like me, wants 
there to be peaceful dialog. And so we had 
a good, frank discussion about the issue. 

We talked about our bilateral relations. | 
think it’s indicative of the strength of our re- 
lationship that we're able to agree on non- 
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proliferation matters. Not only agree on it, 
we're taking the lead on this issue. And I 
want to thank the President for his leadership 
on this issue 

We're talking about nuclear cooperation, 
and we're about to begin dialogs about how 
we can cooperate better when it comes to 
peaceful uses of nuclear power. We're talking 
Nation-states 
the threat of terrorism, and we want to work 
together to deal with this threat. 

I, of course—we talked philosophy. One 
thing, what happens when you get relaxed 
and are friendly with each other, you're able 
to share philosophies and able to ask ques- 
And | appre- 
ciated very much our discussion last night 
and this morning about why the President 
has made decisions he’s made, what decisions 
he intends to make 
made. We don’t always agree with each 


about counterterrorism face 


tions about decisionmaking. 


and the decisions | 


other, but nevertheless, it’s important for 
leaders to be able to share philosophy, 
whether it be the philosophy of government 
or the philosophy of governing. 

And our relationship is good. And I want 
to thank the President for his hospitality. I 
thank you for your good food, thank you for 
the 60th birthday gift you gave me last night, 
and thanks for the meeting this morning. 

President Putin. Ladies and gentlemen 
please ask your questions. There will be three 
questions on each side. We'll start with the 
Russian journalists. 


Russia-U.S. Relations 


Q. Thank you. Good afternoon. My ques- 
tion is to both leaders. Question one is to 
President Bush. Russia, at the negotiations 
with its international partners, has dem- 
onstrated openness and transparency in its 
economy but does not always receive an ade- 
quate response. We can see this at the talks 
on the accession of Russia to the WTO. Since 
2001, the United States has been supportive 
of Russia’s accession to the WTO, but why 
are you the key impediment for the comple- 
tion of this process? I’m sure that you ve dis- 
cussed this issue at the negotiations. 

And my question to Mr. Putin: Given such 
difficulties, can we afford to give up a 
proactive position with respect to the acces- 
sion to the WTO? Thank you. 
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President Bush. We're tough negotiators 
But 
the agreement that we reach to be accepted 
by our United States Congress. In other 


and the reason why IS because we want 


words, when we negotiate an agreement, it 
has to be approved—any trade agreement 
has to be approved. But I believe we're fair 
negotiators, and our negotiators come to the 
table trying to achieve the objective that I’ve 
sent out, that we want Russian accession into 
WTO. That’s what we want. And we will con- 
tinue negotiating. 

Evidently, there was a false report in the 
press that said a deal was reached. Well, it’s 
a lot 
of the areas, we found accommodation in a 
lot of the areas. But there’s more work to 
be done. And we discussed this today, and 
| assured the President that we'll continue 
to negotiate. And he assured me that we'll 
continue to negotiate in good faith to try to 
reach an agreement that has been difficult 
to achieve. I understand that 

But you've just got to understand the in 
tention to achieve an agreement is there 

President Putin. | and my guest, my 
friend, the President of the United States 
George W. Bush, are often asked the ques 


almost reached. In other words, we 


tion, “Does our personal relationship help in 
progressing—in addressing this question, in 
international issues?” | 


know that he believes so, that this informal 


resolving various 


persona! relationship is helping us in our 
work. I have to tell you that, at the same 
time, it does not hamper us in standing up 
for our national interests in this or that area 

The WTO accession talks are very con 
which can 
be expressed in terms of millions of dollars 


crete, calculable in their nature 
or rubles. This is a complicated process that 
has lasted for quite a while, for quite a few 
years. This difficulty is not a surprise to us 


We will continue to work further pursuing 


~ 


our interest, the interest of our developing 


_ 


economy. 


Situation in the Middle East 

Q. The violence in the Middle East is esca- 
lating despite calls for restraint. What can 
you, President Bush and President Putin, do 
to stop the violence, stop the fighting, given 
that there is divisions among allies here about 
whether Israel is using excessive force? 
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President Bush. | think you'll find all par- 
ties here want the violence to stop. In my 
judgment, the best way to stop the violence 
is to understand why the violence occurred 
in the first place. And that’s because 
Hizballah has been launching rocket attacks 
out of Lebanon into Israel 
Hizballah captured two 


and because 


Israeli soldiers 
That's why we have violence. 

And the best way to stop the violence is 
for Hizballah to lay down its arms and to 
stop attacking. And therefore, I call upon 
Syria to exert influence over Hizballah. 

Now, here’s my concern—is that we were 
making good progress toward a two-state so- 
lution in the Middle East. The Israeli Prime 
Minister came to Washington and talked to 
me about his desire for there to be a democ- 
racy living side by side with another democ- 
racy, said this was part of his strategic vision 
for Israel and for peace 

And he was working toward that end. As 
you know, he made efforts to reach out to 
President Abbas, who we support. He made 
efforts to reach out to countries in the neigh- 
borhood to help achieve this vision. And as 
the vision was ele- 


progressing, certain 


ments—certain terrorist elements began to 
act to stop the advance of democracy. The 
militant wing of Hamas made decisions to 
attack and to capture. Hizballah has made 
decisions to stop the advance of a two-state 
solution 

short-term solution is for 
Hizballah to stop the attacks. The longer- 
term solution is for nations around the world 


The solution, 


and nations in the neighborhood to support 
those who support the advance of democ- 
racy 

President Putin. | agree with the premise 
that it is absolutely unacceptable to try and 
reach this or that goal, including political 
goals, through the use of force, through ab- 
ductions, through carrying out strikes against 
an independent state from the territory of 
And in this 
we consider Israel’s concerns to be 


another state. This is all true. 
context 
justified. 
At the same time, we work under the as- 
sumption that the use of force should be bal- 
anced. And in any case, bloodshed should 
stop as soon as possible. This should be the 
point of departure for the efforts to create 





$2 July 15 


an enabling environment for the resolution 
of the entire set of problems. Escalation of 
violence, in our opinion, will not yield posi- 
tive results. 

At any rate, we share the approach with 
President Bush. We will take every necessary 
effort on both sides, and I hope that our G 
8 colleagues will support us. We will find 
common ground on this front in order to 
bring the situation, as soon as possible to 
a position where concrete results could be 
achieved, not only in terms of the cessation 
of combat but also in terms of building an 
enabling environment for the development 
of Israel within secure borders, in the context 
of security, as well as in terms of the building 
of the independent Palestine state 


Russia-U.S. Relations/Nuclear 
Proliferation 

Q. Mr President, let me address my ques 
There has been a lot 
of concerns about proliferation ol weapons 


tion to both of vou 


delivery 
Have you discussed this issue? If yes, could 
you share the results of your talks? And also 
if you could let me, we 


of mass destruction and missile 


all can see that you 
enjoy good personal relationships, but do you 
notice any deterioration of ties on a state 
level between the two countries? Thank you 

President Bush. What was the first part 
ol the question? 

Q. Have you discussed proliferation ol 
weapons of mass destruction and missile de- 
livery, and what are the results of your talks? 

President Bush. We sure have. We talked 
about our concerns about Iran developing a 
nuclear weapon or Iran having the capacity 
to make a nuclear weapon, and we talked 
about North Korea. And the results of our 
talks are that we agree that we’ve got to work 
together to send a common message to both 
that there is a better way forward for these 
leaders 

And so we're working with Russia and our 
partners to develop Security Council resolu- 
tions that will send a clear message. One 
thing is for certain, that if the Lranians see 
that the United States and Russia are work- 
ing together on this issue, they'll understand 
the seriousness of our intent. 

And so we spent time talking about the 
issue—sure did. We understand that a grave 
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threat that faces countries like America and 
Russia would be—is the ability of a terrorist 
organization to end up with a weapon of mass 
destruction. Both nations have had to deal 
with terrorism; both nations know what it’s 
like to see people blown up. Russia suffered 
through one of the most horrible terrorist in- 
cidents in modern mankind, which is Beslan, 
where terrorists are willing to kill young chil- 
dren to achieve political objectives. And the 
President and I understand that when you 
make that kind of attitude with a weapon of 
mass destruction, you could be talking about 
greater catastrophe. And so we spent a lot 
of time talking about it. 

I think relations between the United States 
and Russia are very good. There’s a lot of 
skeptics on both sides of the equation as to 
whether or not the relationship is good 
We've got people in Russia questioning U.S. 
motives, people in America questioning Rus- 
sian motives. But that’s what happens when 
you have—when you're big nations that have 
got influence, where you've got leaders will 
ing to make tough decisions. And I would 
characterize, from my perspective, that our 
relationship is strong and necessary. That’s 
the point I want to make to you—that a 
strong relationship will make the world a bet- 
ter place, in my judgment, because we'll be 
better able to confront the current problems 
that face us all. 

President Putin. | have already men- 
tioned that we will not participate in any cru- 
sades, in any holy alliances. This is true. | 
reaffirm our position in this matter. But our 
common goal is to make the world a more 
secure place, and certainly we'll be working 
with all our partners, including the United 
States, in order to address this problem. It 
is for this reason that we are joining our ef- 
forts with other G—S countries. 

And I have to say that this is not some 
kind of plot against a particular country, 
where a certain problem emerges, be it mis- 
sile or nuclear proliferation. We are seeking 
not only for the possibility of controlling this 
or that process; we are seeking opportunities 
for ensuring their legal access to nuclear 
technology. It is to this end that we have 
adopted our joint initiative on the creation 
of international centers for uranium enrich- 
ment and reprocessing of spent nuclear fuel. 
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These are not unilateral actions aimed at try- 
ing to block somebody ’s access to something. 
This is a search for solutions that could en- 
sure development in the world, at the same 
time would make the development secure in 
terms of nuclear nonproliferation and missile 
nonproliferation. 

We're satisfied with tle level of exchanges 
at the working level, which we have achieved 
in terms of bilateral cooperation At the sum- 
mit’s end, in the context of the U.N. Security 
Council, we our work tonight 
and tomorrow in the course of our discussion 


will continue 


with our partners who are arriving in St. Pe 
tersburg. 


Iran 


Q. Mr. President, we know that you talked 
about Iran and North Korea. Let me ask you 
if you moved forward at all on these issues? 
Did you ask Russia to take specific steps for 
example with Iran, to agree to U.N. sanc 
tions? Did you discuss what you could move 
on—in North Korea to move it forward? 

And, 


ing, if necessary, 


President Putin, is Russia now will 


to vote for sanctions in the 
United Nations to stop Iran's nuclear prep- 
arations? 

President Bush. We strategized on both 
But this isn’t the first time that we've 
talked together to 


issues. 


on how to solve prob- 


lems. You might remember that Russia pro- 


posed a very interesting way forward for ran 
It was the Putin Government that said to the 
Iranians, “If want a civilian nuclear 
power program, we will support you in that: 
however, we will provide the fuel, and we'll 
collect the spent fuel.” I thought it was a 
very innovative approach Pigs: oth prob- 
— ‘m. I strongly supported the initi: itive S. 
, Bill [Bill Plante, CBS News] 
~ : aniinks this isn’t the first that 
have strategized on how to solve this 
and lem. And yes, we talked about the U.N 
Security ( ‘ouncil resolution. 


you 


|, to answer 
time 


And no, I'm not 
going to tell you the particulars about the 
conversation. I will tell you, that 
is common agreement that we need 
to get something done at the U.N., and I'm 
confident we will be able to do that. And 
there’s agreement that we need to get some- 
on North Korea at the United 


however, 
there 


thing done 
Nations. 
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Here’s the thing, though, just so that ev- 
erybody understands Diplomacy is not two 
countries just saying, this is the way it is. Di- 
plomacy is two countries agreeing to work 
together with other countries, in this case, 
to come up with common language that we 
can live with that sends the same message- 


and that is, no nuclear weapons programs. 
Our goal and objective is to have a nuclear- 
Penin- 
China 
shares the objective; J: apan shares the objec- 
tive; and South Korea shares the objective. 


So we ve 


Korean 
Russia shares that objective; 


free—nuclear veapons-free 


sula 


got common ground to move for- 


ward, and now we're working on language. 
And it was a very constructive meeting. 
President Putin. You know, | have spoken 
on this count for many times. | can repeat, 
it is not in Russia’s national interest to see 
a proliferation of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, including nuclear weapons, especially in 
such an explosive region as the Middle East. 
This is something that we tell our Iranian 
partners directly. We have always told them 
There is nothing novel or new about 
our position in this respect. But we work on 


the assumption that we have to find efficient 


est it. 


ways of ensuring security around the world. 
We need to take efficient diplomatic steps 
that would not disrupt the gentle 
the negotiations in the 


fabric of 
search for mutually 
acceptable decisions. And we're satisfied with 
the status of the U.S.-Russia relationship in 
this area. 

Q. | apologize, but I would like to follow 
up on the question of my U.S. colleague. 
Could you speak at greater det: iil? You have 
discussed the Lranian nuclear issue in terms 
of what has happened before and what may 
happen in the future. 
tion with the 


There is now the situa- 
Iranian nuclear How do 


it as of now? 


issue 
you see And most importantly, 
what are we to expect in the future? 
President Bush. progress, because 
Russia and the United States agree that Iran 
should not have a nuclear weapon. In other 
words, the Iranians need to understand that 
speaking with one that they 
shouldn't have a weapon, and that’s progress. 
You see, my judgment is they're testing 
the resolve of the parties to determine 
whether or not we really are resolved to work 
together to prevent them from having a 


we re voice 
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veapon. And the clearer they hear a mes- 
better off—or the e'll be 
to them recognizing there’s a better way for- 
ward. See, we 


sage, the closer w 


and that Ss 
agreed to work together to 


ve made our choice 
We've 


a common goal. 


progress. 
achieve That’s considerable 
progress. 

And now the choice is theirs to make. 
said the 


posture on this issue if the Iranian Govern- 


have United States will change our 


ment does what they've already said they 
would do, which is to verifiably suspend their 
at which point, if they 
do so, we will come to the negotiating table. 
We will sit side by side. 


Right now we're 


enrichment program 


negotiating together to 
send a common message. We 
the table 
There is a better way forward for the Lranian 
people than to be isolated because of their 
And SO 
that we've made good progress on the issue. 

President Putin. | can see that members 
of the Russian and U.S. press have colluded 


kind 


will come to 


It’s their choice to make, however. 


Government's actions would say 


and are tormenting us with the same 
of questions. | Laughter] 
President Bush. 
colluder. 
Q. [Inaudible | 
President Bush. That's right. 
President Putin. | would like 


what has been said by George, 


An old colluder, but a 


| Laughter] 
to add to 
that Russia 
has agreed to partici 


pate in the six-way for- 


mat for the discussion of the Lranian issue. 


We assume that in the course of the elabo- 
ration of the position of the six countries, the 
opinion of Russia will be taken into account, 
and we can see that our partners are acting 
along these lines, precisely. 

What does this imply for us? This implies 
that if we elaborate common approaches to 
this difficult problem, we will see to it that 
our joint decisions are fulfilled. This is what 
we said honestly and directly to our Lranian 
partners. I said it at the meeting with the 
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran in 
China quite recently. 

True, it is extremely important to adhere 
to an approach within which the countries 
that are involved in the negotiations would 
be able to elaborate a shared approach to 
the resolution of the problem, but the ap- 
proach has to be balanced and has to take 
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into account the interests of the Iranian peo- 
ple in their desire to develop state-of-the- 
art, high-tech industries, including nuclear 


ones. This has to be done under the obliga- 
tory re quire ment that nonprolife ration is en- 
sured and_ the security 


around the world is impre ved 


overall situation 


Democracy in Russia 
Q. President Bush that 


planned to raise, in a re spectful way, your 
Russian 


you said you 
with 
How did that conversation 
go? And I know you've already talked a lot 
about the U.S.-Russian relationship, but I'm 


wondering if both of you could elaborate on 


concerns about democracy 


President Putin. 


that and how the differences of opinion over 


the democracy issue are affecting the rela 
tionship. 

President Bush. | thought the discussion 
It’s not the first time 
that Vladimir and I discussed our governing 
philosophies I have shared with him my de- 


sires for our country 


was a good discussion. 


and he shared with me 
And I talked about my 
institutional change in 
parts of the world like Iraq where there’s a 
free press and free religion, and I told him 
that a lot of people in our country would 
hope that Russia would do the same thing 


his desires for his. 


desire to promote 


I fully understand, however, that there will 
be a Russian-style democracy. I don’t ¢ xpect 
Russia to look like the United States. As 
Vladimir pointedly reminded me last night 
we have a different history, different tradi- 
And I will let him describe to you his 
way forward, but he shared with me 
very interesting thoughts that I think would 
surprise some of our citizens. 

Now that I’ve lured you into the deal here, 
you know—like, for example, how do you 
promote land reform? So we discussed land 
reform. You know, one of the interesting de- 
cisions a government has to make, 
larly this Government would have 


tions. 


some 


particu- 
to make 
is. how do you encour: ige private owne rship 
of land further than that which has alre ady 
happe ned? 

Anyway, he shared some thoughts with 
me. Sorry to put—lay the trap out there for 
you—but it was a good discussion. He’s a 
strong man. Look, he’s willing to listen, but 
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he also explains to me, he doesn’t want any- 
body telling him how to run his Government 
He was elected. And so it was a cordial rela- 
tionship. But he can speak for himself. 


President Putin. We 
want to have the 


certainly would not 
same kind of democracy 
as they have in Iraq, I will tell you quite hon 


estly. [Laughter] 


President Bush. |ust wait 


that we 
on the 
United 
as well. 

that nobody knows 


President Putin. 
have 


But it is true 
discussed this issue length, 
initiative of the President of the 
States and on my own initiative 
is true that we assume 
better than us how we 
But we 


cannot strengthen our nation without devel- 


can strengthen our 


own nation. know for sure that we 
oping democratic institutions, and this is the 
path that we will certainly take. But certainly 


we will do this by ourselves. 


forum and 
context in which we discussed this last night 


At the same time, as far as the 
that this is not 
only acceptable to us to have such discussions 
with our partners, but 


and earlier today, we believe 
personally believe 
that this is quite useful as well, because when 
we do this in a nonbiased manner, in a 
in an objective 
recognize that the 
problems in this part of the world, when we 
recognize that problems with democracy are 
universal in their nature- 


manner, 


friendly manner 


when we existence of 


these are not spe- 


cifically Russian problems, the problems of 


building democracy are universal. And when 


we honestly and openly discuss this, as was 
last night, 
today, this will always be useful. 


the case as was the case earlier 


Thank you for your attention. Have a nice 


day. 


Norte: The President’s news conference began at 
12:29 p.m. at the International Media Center. In 
his remarks, President Bush referred to Lyudmila 
Putina, wife of President Putin Minister 
Ehud Olmert of Israel; and President Mahmoud 
Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority. 
President Putin referred to President Mahmud 
Ahmadi-nejad of Iran. President Putin spoke in 
Russian 


Prime 


and his remarks were 
interpreter. 


translated by an 
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Joint Statement by President George 
W. Bush and President Vladimir V. 
Putin of Russia Announcing the 
Global Initiative To Combat Nuclear 
Terrorism 


July 15, 2006 


The United States of America and Russia 
are committed to combating the threat of nu- 
clear terrorism, which is one of the most dan- 
gerous international security challenges we 
face. 

Te day we announce our decision to launch 
the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Ter- 
earlier work, the 
Global Initiative reflects our intention to pur- 


rorism. Building on our 
sue the necessary steps with all those who 
share our views to prevent the acquisition, 
transport, or use by terrorists of nuclear ma- 
terials and radioactive substances or impro- 
vised explosive devices using such materials, 
as well gainst nuclear fa- 
cilities. These objectives are reflected in the 
International Convention for the Suppres- 
sion of Acts of Nuclear the Con- 
vention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear 
Material and Nuclear 
in 2005, the Protocol to the Convention for 
the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the 
Safety of Maritime Navigation, 
international 


as hostile actions a 


Terrorism, 


Facilities as amended 


and other 
legal frameworks relevant to 
combating nuclear terrorism. 

The United States and Russia call upon 
like-minded nations to expand and accelerate 
efforts that develop partnership capacity to 
combat nuclear terrorism on a determined 
Together with other 
participating countries and interacting close- 
ly with the Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), we will take steps to improve 


and systematic basis. 


International 


participants’ capabilities to: ensure account- 
ing, control, and physical protection of nu- 
clear material and radioactive substances, as 
detect 
and suppress illicit trafficking or other illicit 
activities involving such materials, especially 
measures to prevent their acquisition and use 
by terrorists; respond to and mitigate the 
consequences of acts of nuclear terrorism; 
ensure cooperation in the development of 
technical means to combat nuclear terrorism; 


well as security of nuclear facilities: 
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ensure that law enforcement takes all pos- 
sible measures to deny safe haven to terror- 
ists seeking to acquire or use nuclear mate- 
rials; and strengthen our respective national 
legal the effective 
prosecution of, and the certainty of punish- 
ment for, 


frameworks to ensure 


terrorists and those who facilitate 
such acts. 

We stress that consolidated efforts and co- 
operation to combat the threat of nuclear ter- 
rorism will be carried out in accordance with 
international law and 
This Global Initiative 


national legislation. 


builds on the Inter 


national Convention for the Suppression of 


Acts of Nuclear Terrorism, which Russia and 
the United States were the 
September 14, 2005. This 


first to sign on 


unique inter- 


national treaty provides for broad areas of 


cooper ition between states for the purpose 
of detec ting, preve nting, suppre ssing, and in- 
vestigating acts of nuclear terrorism. 

One of our priority objectives remains full 
implementation by all countries of the provi- 
sions of UNSCR 1540, which was adopted 
in 2004 as a result of joint efforts by the 
United States and Russia. This resolution is 
an important non-proliferation instrument 
aimed at preventing weapons of mass de- 
struction (WMD) from entering “black mar- 
ket” networks and, above all, keeping WMD 
and related falling into the 
hands of terrorists. The full implementation 
by all UNSCR 1373, including 
the sharing of information pertaining to the 
suppression of acts of nuclear terrorism and 
their facilitation, also remains a priority. 

We note the importance of IAEA activities 
in imple menting the Convention on the 
Physical Protection of Nuclear Material and 
Facilities, as amended and its Plan entitled 
“Physical Nuclear Security— 
Protect Against Nuclear 
reaffirm 


material from 


countries of 


Measures to 
Terrorism,” and we 
our willingness to continue sup- 
porting and working with the IAEA in this 
area to enhance the effectiveness of national 
systems for accounting, control, physical pro- 
tection of nuclear materials and radioactive 
substances, and the 
clear facilities, and, where necessary 
tablish such systems. 

We trust that, through their participation 
in this new Global Initiative to Combat Nu- 


security of civilian nu- 


, to es- 


clear Terrorism, all countries that share our 
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common goals of suppressing and mitigating 
the consequences of acts of nuclear terrorism 
will—on a voluntary basis and on the basis 
of independent responsibility of each country 
for the steps taken within its jurisdiction 
reinforce the joint efforts to increase inter- 
national cooperation in combating this threat. 
The United States and the Russian Fed- 
eration reaffirm that issues related to safe- 
guarding nuclear weapons and other nuclear 
facilities, installations and materials used for 
military purposes remain strictly the national 
pre rogative of the nuclear we apons state par- 
ties to the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons Treaty (NPT), for which they bear 
special re sponsibility The Joint Statement on 
Nuclear Security, 
Bratislava, 
nuclear 


\ which we 
noted that while the security of 
United States and 
Russian Federation meets current require- 
ments, 


adopted in 
facilities in the 
these requirements must be con- 
stantly enhanced to counter evolving terrorist 
threats. We trust that the other nuclear 
weapon state parties to the NPT will also en- 
sure a proper level of protection for their nu- 
clear facilities, while taking into account the 
constantly changing nature of the 
threat 

As part of this initiative, w 


terrorist 


e intend to work 
with countries possessing sensitive nuclear 
technologies to reaffirm their commitment to 
take all necessary measures to ensure proper 
protection and safeguarding of nuclear facili- 
ties and relevant materials in their territory. 
We will be prepared to work with all those 
who share our views to strengthen mecha- 
nisms for multilateral and bilateral coopera- 
tion to suppress acts of nuclear terrorism, 
with a view to practical implementation of 
the measures provided for in the Inter- 
national Convention for the Suppression of 
Acts of Nuclear Terrorism as well as in other 
relevant international legal frameworks. 


Notre: An original was not available for 


verification of the content of this joint statement 


The President’s Radio Address 
July 15, 2006 
This weekend, I am in 


Russia meeting with other world leaders at 
the G-S summit. 


Good morning. 


This annual summit gives 
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us a chance to talk about key issues facing 
all our nations, such as energy security and 
the threat of infectious diseases like avian flu. 

At this year’s summit, we will also discuss 
how to promote the spread of freedom and 
democracy and how our countries can work 
together to expand trade and prosperity for 
all our citizens. 

As the world’s economic powers gather for 
the G-S, the American economy remains the 
envy of the world. And this week we received 
even more positive news about our economy. 
On Tuesday, my administration's Office of 
Management and Budget released its annual 
update on the budget outlook. This year’s re- 
port is very encouraging. Because our econ- 
omy continues to enjoy strong growth, Fed- 
eral tax revenues are 
cutting the 
pected. 


and we are 
Federal deficit faster 


growing, 
than ex- 


It is the 
result of the hard work of the American peo- 
ple and progrowth economic policies in 
Washington, DC. Since 2001, we have cut 
taxes for everyone who pays income taxes, 
reduced the marriage penalty, doubled the 
child tax credit, and put the death tax on the 
road to extinction. We 


This good news is no accident. 


cut tax rates paid by 
most small businesses and further encour- 
aged expansion by cutting taxes on dividends 
and capital gains. 

Together, tax cuts have left nearly 
$1.1 trillion in the hands of American small- 
business owners, workers, and families. And 


these 


you have used this money to help spur an 
economic resurgence that has produced 1S 
straight quarters of growth. 

Washington think the 
between cutting taxes 
This week’s numbers show that this is a false 


choice is 
and cutting the deficit. 


Some 


choice. The economic growth fueled by tax 
relief has helped send tax revenues soaring. 
When the economy grows, businesses grow 


with it, people earn more money, and they 
pay taxes on this new income. 

In 2005, tax revenues posted the largest 
increase 24 years, and they’ re projected 
again this year. The increase in tax 
revenues is much better than we had pro- 
jected, and it is helping us cut the budget 
deficit. 

Our original projection for 


budget deficit was $423 billion. 


to rise 


this year s 
This week's 
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report from OMB projects that this year’s 
deficit will actually come in at $296 billion, 
a reduction of $127 billion. That is a tremen- 
dous difference, and 90 percent of it is be- 
cause our growing economy has produced a 
lot more tax revenues. 

Because of these new revenues, we now 
project that we'll meet our goal of cutting 
the Federal deficit in half by 2008, a full year 
ahead of schedule. This is real progress, yet 
we cannot depend on a growing economy 
to cut the deficit. We must also cut 
waste and restrain unnecessary Government 
spending And my administration is doing its 
part. 


alone 


I took office, we have re- 
duced the growth of discretion: wry eit nding 
that is not related to national security. My 
last two budgets have actually cut this kind 
ol spending. I am also working with Congress 
to pass a line-item veto, which will help me 
and future Presidents target wasteful spend- 
ing that lawmakers tack on to large bills. The 
House has already passed this measure with 
significant bipartisan support. Now the Sen- 
ate needs to act and get a line-item veto to 


Every year since 


my desk to sign into law. 
y, I will continue to work with Con- 
gress to address the unsustainable growth of 


Finally, 


entitlement spending so that we can save 
programs like Social Security, Medicare, and 
Medicaid for our children and grandchildren. 

This week’s good news confirms the wis- 
dom of trusting the American people with 
with the 
money they send to Washington. By pursuing 
progrowth polici ies and restr uining Govern- 
ment spending, we will keep our economy 


their own money and being wise 


the envy of the world. We will create more 


jobs and opportunities for all our citizens, 


and we will deliver results for the American 
taxpayer. 


Thank you for listening. 


Norte: The address was recorded at 8:50 a.m. on 
July 14 at the Kempinski Grand Hotel in 
Heiligendamm, for broadcast at 10:06 
a.m. on July 15. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on July 14 
but was embargoed for release until the broadcast. 
rhe Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of this address. 


Germ: ny, 
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Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Romano Prodi of 
Italy in Strelna 


July 15, 2006 


President Bush. I've enjoyed my visit with 
the Prime Minister, Romano. I’ve known him 
for a long time. This isn’t the first time we 
have had discussions, and so therefore, the 
discussions today were very cordial. They re- 
flect the important relationship that the 
United States shares with Italy. 

Before I say anything beyond this, I do 


want to congratulate your great country for 
winning the World Cup. 


Prime Minister Prodi. | am happy to 

President Bush. | bet you are happy for 
it. And we were very excited for the Italian 
people as they celebrated the magnificent 
victory 

Romano and | talked about a lot of issues 
that face the world. No question, when Italy 
and the United States works together, along 
with other countries, we're able to achieve 
important breakthroughs. We talked about 
Iran; we talked about the Middle East; we 
talked about a variety of issues. We talked 
about energy; we spent a lot of time talking 
about energy. 

I want to thank you for your time, thank 
you for your frank discussions. It’s good to 
see you again. 

Prime Minister Prodi. | hope that we can 
meet sometime again 

President Bush. Yes, sir, thank you 

Prime Minister Prodi. | confirm what 
George told—we had a very frank conversa- 
tion concerning all that—|inaudible |— issues. 
But now—|linaudible|—first of all, Middle 
East, of course, then Iran and Iraq and Af- 
ghanistan. Then we spent a lot of time on 
the future. I think we—|inaudible|—for Afri- 
ca—|inaudible|. There’s certainly a vision be- 
tween U.S. and Italy—[{inaudible|—and our 
friendship is strong “r, Mr. President. 

President Bush. Yes, sir. Thank you, Ro- 
mano. 


Nore: The President spoke at 6:44 p.m. in Cot- 
tage Nine at the Konstantinov sky Palace ( omplex. 
A tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 
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Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Tony Blair of the 
United Kingdom and an Exchange 
With Reporters in Strelna 


July 16, 2006 


President Bush. It’s good to be here with 
my friend and our close ally. We just had 
a wide-ranging discussion. We talked about 
the Middle East; we talked about Iraq; we 
talked about Iran. I was pleased to inform 
and thank Tony for the good work in the 
United Nations on a unanimous resolution 
regarding North Korea. 

We talked about trade. We’re both com- 
mitted to a world that trades freely. All in 
all, it’s a typical Blair-Bush conversation 
it was wide-ranging and conclusive. And | ap- 
preciate your insight and your thoughts. 

Prime Minister Blair. Well, thank you 
very much, Mr. President. The President has 
indicated to you the subjects we discussed. 
And we went through basically all of the 
international agenda, as evidence of a very 
strong common agreement on the key ques- 
tions. 

President Bush. Steve |Steve 
Reuters]. 


Holland, 


Situation in the Middle East 

Q. Israel’s offensive in Lebanon appears 
to have no end in sight at this point. Are 
you willing to go along with Lebanon’s call 
for a ceasefire? 

President Bush. One of the interesting 
things about this recent flareup is that it 
helps clarify a root cause of instability in the 
Middle East—and that’s Hizballah and 
Hizballah’s relationship with Syria and 
Hizballah’s relationship to Iran and Syria's 
relationship to Iran. Therefore, in order to 
solve this problem, it’s really important for 
the world to address the root cause. 

We, of course, are in continued discussions 
with Israel. All sovereign nations have the 
right to defend themselves against terrorist 
attacks. However, we hope that there is re- 
straint as people respond. And one of our 
concerns, of course, is the fragile democracy 
in Lebanon. So in order to solve this prob- 
lem, the international community must ad- 
dress the root causes, otherwise there may 
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be apparent calm and then all of a sudden, 
there will be more conflict. 

Remember, Hizballah started this by cap- 
turing two Israeli soldiers and firing rockets 
talk about Hizballah, 
we must always remember that there is an 
issue ; And we've discussed 
and we will continue to work with 
the parties involved to solve that issue as well. 


into Israel. And as we 


in Gaza as well. 
this issue, 


Prime Minister Blair’s Upcoming Meeting 
With President Vladimir Putin of Russia 


Q. Last night President Putin said that if 


you asked him about Russian democracy, he 
had some questions to ask you about Lord 
Levy. Do you feel that your ability to play 
a role in international states is now being se 

riously undermined by Lord Levy's activi- 
ties? 

Prime Minister Blair. No, 1 don't. | 
think—I’m sure we will have a discussion not 
just about that but about the full 
international that 
cussing including, obviously, the 
ing issue on the 


issues we've been dis 
most press- 
international agenda at the 
moment. 

Q. Do you expect him to raise 
with you? 

Prime Minister Blair. No, I'm not, frank- 


ly. 


Lord Levy 


President Bush. Keil |Richard Keil, 


Bloomberg News]. 


Situation in the Middle East 


Q. Mr. President, you ve talked here about 
your concern about the fragility of the de- 
mocracy in Lebanon and the Prime Minister 
there Do you think 
that’s needed now to protect his Govern- 
ment? And, if not, why? 

President Bush. My message to Israel is 
that as a sovereign nation, 


calling for a ceasefire 


you have 
right to defend yourse lf against terrorist ac- 
tivities. And again, I repeat, this started be- 
Hizballah decided to capture two 
Israeli soldiers and fire hundreds of rockets 
into Israel from southern Lebanon. That’s 
the cause of the crisis. 

And so our message to Israel is, look, de- 
fend yourself, 


every 


cause 


mindful 
of the consequences. And so we've urged re- 
straint 

Q. What about a ceasefire? 


but as you do so, be 
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President Bush. Well, it’s really impor- 
tant—this is a moment of clarification. It’s 
becoming clear for everybody to see 
of the 
of the 
there’s still 


some 
y. I say, “ 
instability,” because 
militant wing of Hamas that 
wants to stop progress. 

But let’s step back for a minute. We were 
making progress toward a two-state solution, 
two democracies living side by side in peace. 
There’s a Minister from Israel, 
Olmert. who is dedicated to a two-state solu- 
tion. He comes to the United States and 
holds press conference and says, “T am 
dedicated: as a matter of fact, I am so dedi- 
cated, I'm campaigning on the platform that 
if need be, we will unilaterally make the deci- 
sion that there’s a Palestinian state.” That’s 
a remarkable statement. He also said that he 
is willing to reach out to Abbas, 
which he also reached out 
to other nations in the neighborhood in order 
to—in order to make 
tiated settlement. 

As progress was being mi ide, it obviously 
scared those who can’t stand the thought of 
democracy. So you have the militant wing 
first, and then you had 
Hizballah act. And in order to solve this prob- 
Dick, the world must address the root 
causes of the problem. 


root causes of instability. 
root 


some 
causes of 


Prime 


President 
has done. He’s 


sure there’s a nego- 


of Hamas act 
lem, 


And so we have said to Israel—and we're 
in touch with Israel a lot—remember, there’s 


a fledgling democracy on your northern bor- 


der, which will ultimately he ‘Ip you achieve 


you want. And today here at the 
G-8, we'll discuss this issue. And it’s a—one 
of the interesting things about this moment 
is, it’s now become clear to a lot of people 
why we don’t have peace in the Middle East. 
[t’s a moment of clarification. And therefore, 
it’s a moment that requires all of us to work 
together to send a clear message 
to Hizballah but to the 
Hizballah and to the 
Hizballah. 


the peace 


not only 
Iranians who finance 


Syrians who house 


G-8 Summit/Middle East 

Q. Mr. Prime Minister and Mr. President, 
do you get a sense among the other leaders 
who are gathered here today that you are 
all on the same wavelength when it comes 


to the Middle 


East? Or do some leaders have 
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very different views about what's happening 
there? 

President Bush. | think most leaders are 
now beginning to recognize the root cause 
of the problem. Clearly, the Prime Minister 
does. And our respective political directors 
and foreign ministers and Secretary of States 


And 


seems to be a consensus growing that 


have been talking about this issue a lot. 
there 
in order for us to have the peace we want 
that the world is going to have to recognize 
that who are 


dedicated to stopping the advance of democ- 


there are terrorist elements 


racy and peace And therefore, we must deal 
with those. And 


tion-states that are 


repeat, there are two na- 
very much involved with 
stopping the advance of peace and that 


would be Lran, and that would be Syria. 


War on Terror/Situation in the Middle 
East 

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, can I just ask you 
on this: The feel 
What do you 
And could you just spell out 
influence the 


Russians have said they 
Israel’s use of force is excessive 
think of that? 
exactly 
think, or could have in this situation? 

Prime Minister Blair. Well, | think every- 
one is going to work very hard to find a com- 
mon and unified position. But the essential 
point is this: We all want the situation to clam 
down, and we want it to calm down because 
we're mindful of the need to protect Leba- 
nese democracy, 


what Russians 


you 
have 


and we're also deeply mind- 
ful of the need to try to reengage people with 
the negotiated process towards a two-state 
solution, Israel and an independent, viable 
state in Palestine 

calm 
And as the 
President was just saying a moment or two 
ago the absolute 


Way we are 


Now the question is, how do we 


down from this position now? 
essence of this, the only 
going to get this situation calm 
and we're going to get the cessation of hos- 
tilities, is if we address the reasons why the 
situation has arisen. And the 
are that there are extremists who want to in- 
terrupt the process that can lead to that two- 
state solution 


basic reasons 


Israel with its security protec- 
proper independent Palestinian 
state—and there are also extremists backed, 
I'm afraid, by Iran and by Syria who want 
to disrupt the positions in Le b: unon and who 


tors, a 
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want to create a situation of tension and hos- 
tility there. 

So if we’re going to make this work 
we've got the U.N. 
now, and that’s obviously very important, and 
we support it—if we want to make this work, 

have got to deal with those 
conditions that have 


—and 
mission that is out there 


underlying 
given rise both to the 
problem in the Gaza and the problems into 
Lebanon. And | hope very much that every- 
body here, because we have a common posi- 
tion in supporting Lebanon and its democ- 
racy and supporting the security of Israel, 
and supporting the two-state solution—since 

re agreed on those basic fundamentals, 
we rt. be able to agree ona position here. 
And I think it would be a very good signal 
to send out to the world at this moment, that 
we can agree to such a position. 

I think that sometimes, for understandable 
reasons, there’s been a hesitation in putting 
the real truth of this situation up to people, 


and the those out in that 


fact is there are 
notably Iran and Syria, who do not 
this 
peace and negotiations to succeed. 
President Bush. Let me just say one 
thing. You've triggered a brilliant thought. 
[Laughter| A couple of points—Kofi Annan 
and the United States, 
as well, supports the mission in the region. 
Secondly, of 


region, 


want process of democratization and 


is going to be here, 


course, all of us care deeply 
And in think- 
I remember a year ago what 
G-8 hosted by Tony. 
There were terrorist attacks in London, and 
And there 


» as there should have been, and 


about the loss of innocent life. 
ing about that, 
took place during the 


there was a loss of innocent life. 
was outrage 
a determination to work together to protect 
life. 

And that same determination must be ap- 
plied to the Middle The terror- 
ists will do anything to achieve objectives. 


They ‘ll fire 


East as well. 


They went into London subways. 


rockets into Israel, all aiming to disrupt, to 
de ‘stroy, to prevent free societies from flour- 


ishing, because they don’t agree with free- 
And the stakes are high, and the stakes 
been clarified once again, during yet 
another G—-8. And Tony and I will call upon 
our fellow leaders to come 


dom. 
have 


together and to 
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make it clear that we reject this kind of vio- 
lence and that we will be steadfast in our 
support of freedom. 

Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:50 a.m. in Cot 
tage Nine at the Konstantinovsky Palace ( omplex 
In his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister 
Ehud Olmert of Mahmoud 
Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority 
and Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the United 
Nations. A reportet referred to Baron Michael A 
Levy, Prime Minister Blair's personal envoy to the 


Israel; President 


Middle East, who was arrested on July 12 in con 
nection with a police investigation into possible 
infringements of honours and elections laws. A 
tape was not available for verification of the con 
tent of these remarks. 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Jacques Chirac of France 
in Strelna 

July 16, 2006 


President Bush. | want to thank Jacques 
Chirac for coming over. It’s always a pleasure 
to visit with Jacques. He is a man who is 
able to crystalize his thoughts, who is able 
to discuss issues in a very clear way. 


Obviously, we re going to spend time talk- 
ing about the Middle East. The United States 
is proud to work with France on Resolution 
1559 of the United Nations, which is a clear 
statement of principle and concern about 
Lebanese confident that 
other leaders will look at the spirit of 1559 
and recognize that one way to help heal in 


democracy. I’m 


the Middle East is to address the root causes 
of the problems there, and the root cause 
of the problem is Hizballah and Syria and 
the Iranian connection. 


The President has taken a strong lead on 
this issue in the past. We are in discussions 
with his administration, and I'm confident 
that we'll be able to come up with a clear 
position between France and the United 
States on this vital issue. 

I look forward to discussing other issues 
with my friend Jacques Chirac. It’s good to 
be with you, sir. Thank you for coming by. 
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President Chirac. First of all, | just like 
to say how delighted I am to have this oppor- 
tunity to meet with the American President. 
And I note, albeit it, that this has been dif- 
ficult circumstances, as we have been wit- 
nessing the sad events that have been unfold- 
ing in the Middle East. But I’m especially 
struck and delighted by the fact that we share 
the same views of the issues at stake here. 
We witness the tremendous sadness, the 
hardship of the civilian population in this re- 
You 


France has always had with Lebanon. 


ties 
And 


when I say, this region, I refer not only to 


gion. know what longstanding 


Lebanon but, of course, to what’s happening 


to the Palestinians. So we would call 
audible | 


part of all parties involved, so that we can 


lin- 
for a show of moderation on the 


establish the conditions of a long-lasting, last- 
ing ceasefire in the region. 

Now, I entirely agree with the American 
President in what he said about supporting 
the U.N. mission, which is designed, among 
other things to ensure the release of the 
Israeli soldiers being detained right now both 
by Hizballah and by Hamas, and put an end 
to the firing of Kassam rockets. 


Now, with respect to Gaza, which is a sepa- 
rate issue from that of Lebanon, we feel that 
that we 


it is essential—it is of the essence 


renew dialog with Mahmoud Abbas. 


Now, as regards Lebanon, I couldn’t agree 
more with President Bush in saying that what 
is at the heart of this is the to-the-letter im- 
plementation of Security Council Resolution 
1559. That is what must be done forthwith. 
And we must stop all those who are at 
present engaging in jeopardizing the security, 
the stability, and authority of Lebanon. 

President Bush. Thank you all. Thank 
vou, sir 


Nore: The President spoke at 9:14 a.m. in Cot- 
tage Nine at the Konstantinoy sky Palace ¢ ‘complex 
President Chirac referred to President Mahmoud 
Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority. 
President Chirac spoke in French, and his re- 
marks were translated by an interpreter. A tape 
was not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks 
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Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Hu Jintao of China in 
Strelna 


July 16, 2006 


President Bush. Mr. President, thank you 
for coming by to say hello. I remember fond- 
ly your visit to Washington, DC, a very suc 
cessful trip to our Nation’s Capital and atin T 
parts of our country. I want to thank you for 
the discussion we've had today. 

The United Nations 
unanimously passed a resolution dealing with 
the North Korean issue, and I want to thank 
you for your leade rship on that, Mr. 
dent. We’! 
issue. We 


Security Council 


Presi- 
re working toge ther on the Iranian 
talked about the Middle East. | 
want to thank you very much for our contin- 
ued dialog on bilateral issues. We 
lot of time on economics and trade. 
All in all, it’s a continuation of the 
good dialog we had during your trip to W ash- 
ington and I want to thank you for coming. 
President Hu. Ladies and gentlemen, I'm 
very happy to have the opportunity to meet 
you here. As President Bush said, 
we had a very friendly and candid discussion 
To start with the discussion, I expresse od my 
heartfelt thanks to the American side for the 
warm reception afforded to me during my 
visit to the United States in April this year 
by President Bush, the American 
ment, and the American people. 


spent a 


very 


just now 


Govern- 


In addition, we also had an in-depth dis- 
cussion on the China-U:S. relationship and 
major international issues of mutual interest 


Both President Bush and | speak highly of 


the development of China-U.S. relationship 
as it is today. We also are happy to see that 
the agreement President Bush and I reached 
on comprehensively moving forward the con- 
structive and cooperi itive China-U.S. rela- 
tionship is being gradually implemented. 

We both agreed to continue to view and 
handle the China-U:S. relationship from a 
strategic plane — 
tive. 


I mean a long-term perspec- 
In addition, we also agreed to work hard 
to expand the convergent interests between 


the two countries and step up our pragmatic 


cooperation in the economic, trade, energy, 
technology, counterterrorism, 
proliferation, and the military fields. 


science, non- 
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At the same time, we also believe that we 
need to respect and properly address each 
other's concerns and prope ‘rly handle the 
sensitive issues in the bilateral rel: itionship 
so that we can continue to move forward this 
relationship. 

We both believe that against the current 
backdrop of a complex and volatile inter- 
national situation, to enhance the consulta- 
tion and the coordination between China and 
the United States on major regional as well 
as international issues, serves the interests of 
both countries. This is also crucial to inter- 
national peace and stability 

Both sides expressed their commitment to 
maintain peace and stability on the Korean 
Peninsula and in Northeast Asia as a whole 
their ef- 
forts to move forward the six-party talks so 
that at the end of the day, the entire Korean 
Peninsula could be denuclearized in a peace- 
ful way through dialog and in negotiations. 

Both sides indicated their willingness to 
work together to continue to seek a peaceful 
We also 
Middle East. 


discussion, we 


and both sides agreed to continue 


solution to the Iranian nuclear issue. 
discussed the 

In this 
spent quite a lot of time in an in-depth man- 


situation in the 
afternoon’s also 
ner on our economic ties and trade and on 
the Taiwan question. 

I am satisfied with the 
President Bush. Thank you. 

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. 
dent. 


discussion with 


Presi- 


Nott 
Konstantinov sky Palace (¢ complex. 


at the 
President Hu 
and his remarks were translated 


The President spoke at 3:53 p.m. 
spoke in Chinese, 
by an interpreter 


G-S Leaders’ Statement on the 
Situation in the Middle East 
July 16, 2006 


Today, we the G-—S Leaders express our 
deepening concern about the situation in the 
Middle East, in particular the rising civilian 
casualties on all sides and the damage to in- 
frastructure. We are united in our determina- 
tion to pursue efforts to restore peace. We 
offer our full support for the UN Secretary 
General’s mission presently in the region. 
The root cause of the problems in the region 
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is the absence of a comprehensive Middle 
East peace. 

The immediate crisis results from efforts 
by extremist forces to destabilize the region 
and to frustrate the aspirations of the Pales- 
tinian, Israeli and Lebanese people for de- 


mocracy and peace. In Gaza, elements of 


Hamas launched rocket attacks against Israeli 
territory and abducted an Israeli soldier. In 
Lebanon, Hizbollah, in violation of the Blue 
Line, attacked Israel from Lebanese territory 
and killed and captured Israeli soldiers, re- 
versing the positive trends that began with 
the Syrian withdrawal in 2005, and under- 
mining the democratically elected govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Fuad Siniora. 

These extremist elements and those that 
support them cannot be allowed to plunge 
the Middle East into chaos and provoke a 
wider conflict. The extremists must imme- 
diately halt their attacks. 

It is also critical that Israel, while exer- 
cising the right to defend itself, be mindful 
of the humanitarian 
sequences of its actions. We call upon Israel 


strategic and con- 
to exercise utmost restraint, seeking to avoid 
casualties among innocent civilians and dam- 
age to civilian infrastructure and to refrain 
from acts that would destabilize the Leba 
nese government. 

The most urgent priority is to create condi- 
tions for a cessation of violence that will be 
sustainable and lay the foundation for a more 
permanent solution. This, in our judgment 
requires: 

e The return of the soldiers in 

Gaza and Lebanon unharmed: 
An end to the shelling of Israeli terri- 
tory: 


Israeli 


An end to Israeli military operations and 
the early withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from Gaza: 


The release of the arrested Palestinian 
ministers and parliamentarians. The 
framework for resolving these disputes 
is already established by international 
consensus. 

In Lebanon, UN Security Council Resolu 
tions 1559 and 1680 address the underlying 
conditions that gave rise to this crisis. We 
urge the UN Security Council to develop a 
plan for the full implementation of these res- 
olutions. 
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We extend to the Government of Lebanon 
our full support in asserting its sovereign au- 
thority over all its territory in fulfillment of 
UNSCR 1559. This includes the deployment 
of Lebanese Armed Forces to all parts of the 
country, in particular the South, and the dis- 
arming of militias. We would welcome an ex- 
amination by the UN Security Council of the 
possibility of an international security/moni- 
toring presence. 

We also support the initiation of a political 
dialogue between Lebanese and Israeli offi- 
cials on all issues of concern to both parties. 
In addition, we will support the economic 
and humanitarian Lebanese 
people, including the convening at the right 


needs of the 


time of a donors conference. 

In Gaza, the disengagement of Israel pro- 
vided an opportunity to move a further step 
toward a two state solution under the Road 
Map. All Palestinian parties should accept 
the existence of Israel, reject violence, and 
accept all previous agreements and obliga- 
tions, including the Roadmap. For its part, 
Israel needs to refrain from unilateral acts 
that could prejudice a final settlement and 
agree to negotiate in good faith. 

Our goal is an immediate end to the cur- 
rent violence, a resumption of security co- 
operation and of a political engagement both 
among Palestinians and with Israel. This re- 
quires: 

e Anend to terrorist attacks against Israel; 

e A resumption of the efforts of President 

Abbas to ensure that the Palestinian 
government complies with the Quartet 
principles; 

Immediate expansion of the temporary 
international mechanism for donors es- 
tablished under the direction of the 
Quartet; 

Israeli compliance with the Agreement 
on Movement and Access of November 
2005 and action on other steps to ease 
the humanitarian plight of the people 
of Gaza and the West Bank: 

Resumption of security cooperation be- 
tween Palestinians and Israelis; 

Action to ensure that the Palestinian se- 
curity forces comply with Palestinian 
law and with the Roadmap, so that they 
are unified and effective in providing se- 
curity for the Palestinian people; 
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e Resumption of dialogue between Pales- 
tinian and Israeli political officials. 

These proposals are our contribution to 
the international effort underway to restore 
calm to the Middle East and provide a basis 
for progress towards a sustainable peace, in 
accordance with the relevant UN Security 
Council Resolutions. The Quartet will con- 
tinue to play a central role. The G-8 wel- 
comes the positive efforts of Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan as well as other respon- 
sible regional actors to return the region to 
peace. We look forward to the report of the 
Secretary General’s mission to the Security 
Council later this week which we believe 
could provide a framework for achieving our 
common objectives. 


Nore: The statement referred to Secretary-Gen 
eral Kofi Annan of the United Nations; and Presi 
dent Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Pales- 
tinian Authority. An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Review of Title LI of the Cuban 
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 

July 16, 2006 


Dear : 

Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the 
Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104— 
114) (the “Act”), I hereby determine and re- 
port to the Congress that suspension for 6 
months beyond August 1, 2006, of the right 
to bring an action under title III of the Act 
is necessary to the national interests of the 
United States and will expedite a transition 
to democracy in Cuba. 

Sincerely 


George W. Bush 


Not! 
Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., rank 
ing member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela- 
chairman, and Robert C. 
Byrd, ranking member, Senate Committee on Ap- 
propriations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom 
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on 
International Relations; and Jerry Lewis, chair- 
man, and David R. Obey, ranking member, House 


Identical letters were sent to Richard G 


tions: Thad Cochran 
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Committee on Appre ypriations. This letter was re- 
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on July 


17. 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of 
India in Strelna 


July 17, 2006 


President Bush. Thanks for coming over 
this morning. It’s always a pleasure to be in 
your company. You're one of the really true 
gentlemen in the international arena. And 
you've got a wonderful heart. I know you've 
been through difficult times, and America 
mourns the loss of innocent life as a result 
of the terrorist attacks 

One of the issues that we’ve been dis- 
cussing here at the G—S is the recent terrorist 
activities in the Middle East. Yesterday, in 
working with other members of the G—8, we 
cobbled together a very important statement. 
I'm most pleased that the leaders came to- 
gether to say, “Look, we condemn violence: 
we honor innocent life 

However, for the first time, we've really 
begun to address with clarity the root causes 
of the conflict, the recent conflict in the Mid- 
dle East, and that is terrorist activity—mainly 
Hizballah, that’s housed and encouraged by 
Syria, financed by Iran, are making these 
moves to stop the progress of peace. We 
would hope that by addressing the conditions 
of this violence, we could get to a situation 
where there was calm. We're going to work 
hard as nations to address the root cause. 
Yesterday was an important statement. The 
reason I tell you that is that you ll find nations 
willing to work together for the common 
good here. 

I also look forward to discussing with you 
our trade matters as well as the wonderful 
deal you and I negotiated. Our Congress is 


working on that important piece of legislation 
that will encourage and allow India and U.S. 
cooperation, and I’m optimistic that we will 
get that passed. 


At any rate, welcome, and thank you, sir. 
I'd be glad for you to make some comments. 
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Prime Minister Singh. Mr. President, 
thank you very much for your words of sym- 
pathy and support in the wake of these ter- 
rible terrorist acts in Mumbai and—|inaudi- 
ble}. I've just been there—200 people, inno- 
cent men, women, and children, have per- 
ished, about 800 citizens injured—|inaudi- 
ble|—in various hospitals. It was such a mov- 
ing sight, people without limbs and always 
sad. And I’m grateful to you—you gave me 
help from Germany, and I dee ply appreciate 
your generosity. Your kindness, your sym- 
pathy and support mean a great deal to me, 
President—|inaudible]. 

Sir, your visit to our country in March, and 
in the company of the First Lady, was a land- 
mark. [Inaudible|—are working together be- 
two countries. And I’m glad to 
report to you that we are making progress 
in all directions. India was the idea of getting 
the business community of our two countries 
engaged. You suggested we set up a CEOs 
forum. That forum is very active. It has pro- 
duced a number of good ideas. We'll follow 
it up by an investors’ summit towards the end 
as oe 

, India is still very largely an agricultural 
Pee 65 percent of all pe ople live on land. 
And the initiative that you took, and—{in- 
audible |- pe also your ideas and knowledge. 
initiated a second green revolution in our 
country. Ww e have now agreed on a roadmap. 
We have identified sectors like agricultural 
education, food processing, water manage- 
ment—|inaudible|—as the key areas which 
will be the focus of this agriculture initiative. 
It means a great deal to us, to build a new 
trust to agricultural innovation, agricultural 
productivity. And I thank you for active sup- 
port. 

In science and technology also, Mr. Presi- 
dent, we have now agreed to work together 
and invite national—| inaudible |—and 
science and technology coordinators—{in- 
audible|. They have no outline, a roadmap. 
And I am very happy that both our adminis- 
trations are working very hard to give con- 
crete meaning and substance to our coopera- 
tion. 

And I thank you, Mr. President, for your 
efforts and Secretary Rice’s effort in getting 
the legislation with re gard to nuclear co- 
operation moving through the Congress. We 


tween our 


have followed really intensely what has been 
written into these bills. And I must confess 
to you that while we deeply appreciate your 
personal involvement, Secretary Rice’s mag- 
nificent efforts when she appeared be fore 
the Congress—there are 
which worry us, 
7 iment. 


some concerns 
believe, our Par- 


And like you, we are a democracy; 


and we 


» have a Parliament which is very jealous 
of what we do and what we don’t do. And 
ve have—these concerns are made, and I 
sincerely hope that we can find constructive 
solutions to all these problems. So this truly 
is landmark cooperation. 

I recall it—I said to you that, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that this is a—linaudible|—consider- 
ation of India and the U.S.—|inaudible}. 


Norte: The President spoke at 8:11 a.m. in Cot- 
tage Nine at the Konstantinovsky Palace Complex. 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of 
Brazil in Strelna 


July 17, 2006 


President Bush. It’s an honor for me to 
have a discussion with my friend the Presi- 
dent of Brazil. He represents a great country, 
right in the heart of our neighborhood. 

We've got a lot to discuss. I'm, 
interested in his views about different nations 
in our neighborhood. He’s a man who looks 
at the world and is able to give a good assess- 
ment. 

I'm interested continuing our dialog 
about alternative energy. Brazil has been a 
leader in development of biofuels. I'm inter- 
ested, as well, in talking to the President 
about how we can move the Doha round of 
WTO forward. He’s one of the leaders when 
it comes to trade discussions. A lot of the 
world looks to his—to him for judgment. And 
so I view this as a very important meeting. 
We're committed to a_ successful Doha 
round. In order for the round to be success- 
ful, the United States and Brazil must con- 
tinue to strategize. 

And so, Mr. President, welcome. 
looking good. You're looking good. 

President Lula da Silva. This is because 
of the election campaign that’s going on. 
Laughter}| 


of course, 


You're 
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Mr. President, for Brazil, the fact that the 
G-S8 had decided to create, open a special 
moment to discuss the Doha round at the 
G-8 meeting is extremely important. After 
our phone conversations, I am convinced that 
now is the time for us to make a political 
whatever might it be. We 
in the 


decision, cannot 


leave hands of our negotiators only. 
They already have done immense work, but 
now it seems to me that they don’t have any 
hidden card in their pockets anymore. Now 
we're the ones that have to take our cards 
from the pockets. So that’s why it is ex- 
tremely important that the ¢ 
subject matter 

And another important thing is that we see 
that we will open up the possibility for us 
to build partnership with the United States 
of America on the issue of renewable sources 
of energy and fuel. And we 
this field. The biodiesel program is already 
a reality. And now we have another novelty 
that is the H-bio that is directly, 
the refineries 


8 discusses this 


are advancing 


y, finally, in 
of the blend of oil seeds and 
vegetable oil with petroleum. 

I'd like to take advantage of this moment 
and hand over to you—|laughter|—our pro- 
gram of renewable sources of fuel. We have 
ethanol, biodiesel, H-bio—it’s almost an invi- 
tation, Mr. President, for us to build a major 
partnership 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
ter| 


| Laugh- 


Note: The President spoke at 8:55 a.m. at the 
Konstantinovsky Palace Complex. President Lula 


da Silva spoke in 


) 
Portuguese, and his remarks 


were translated by an interpreter. 


Joint Statement by President George 
W. Bush and President Vladimir V. 
Putin 

July 17, 2006 


The United States and the Russian Fed- 
eration believe that strengthening their co- 
operation in civil nuclear energy is in the 
strategic interests of both our countries. It 
will serve as an additional assurance of access 
for other nations to economical and environ- 
mentally safe peaceful nuclear energy. 

The United States and the Russian Fed- 
eration are working together to meet the 


July 17 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 


challe snges pose “d by the combination of pro- 
liferation of weapons of mass destruction and 
international recognize the 
devastation that could befall our peoples and 
the world community if nuclear weapons or 
materials or other weapons of mass destruc- 
tion were to fall into the hands of terrorists. 
We are close ly cooperating to lessen that un- 
acce ptable d: inger 


terrorism. We 


stre ngth- 
ening the nonproliferation regime and ensur- 


including by 


ing the security of nuclear weapons and 
fissile materials. 


Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of 
Nuclear Energy 


The United States and the Russian Fed- 
eration are convinced that reliable and suffi- 
cient ene rgy supplie s are the cornerstone of 
sustainable economic development and pros- 
perity for all nations, and a necessary condi- 
tion for maintaining international stability. 
Today nuclear energy is a proven te -chnology 
for providing reliable electric power without 
emissions of greenhouse gases, and is an es- 
sential part of any solution to meet growing 
energy demand. 

We share the view that nuclear energy has 
an essential role in the promotion of energy 
security, which is an issue of special concern 
for the leaders of the G-8. Advancing nuclear 
energy will require further development of 
innovative technologie »s that reduce the risk 
of proliferation, provide for safe management 
of waste, are economically viable, and are en- 
vironmentally safe. 

Being consistent in our approach to assure 
access to the benefits of nuclear energy for 
all nations complying with their non-pro- 
liferation obligations, we have each proposed 
initiatives on the development of a global nu- 
clear energy infrastructure, specifically the 
Russian proposal to establish a system of 
international centers to provide nuclear fuel 
services, including uranium enrichment, 
under International Atomic Ene rgy Agency 
(IAEA) safeguards, and the U.S. proposal for 
the Global Nuclear Ene ‘rgy Partnership to 
develop innovative nuclear reactor and fuel 
cycle technologies. 

Following up on these initiatives, the 
United States and the Russian Federation in- 
tend to work together, actively involving the 
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IAEA, to allow all nations to enjoy the bene- 
fits of nuclear ene rgy without pursuing ura- 
nium enrichment and spent fuel re proce ssing 
capabilities. 


The United States and the Russian Fed- 


eration together with four other nuclear fuel 
supplier states have also proposed a concept 
for reliable access to nuclear fuel for consid- 
eration and development at the IAEA. 

We call upon other countries to join us 


to facilitate the safe and secure expansion of 


nuclear energy worldwide. Proceeding from 
our national interests and common goals, and 
recognizing the benefits of civil commercial 
nuclear trade, we express our intent to de- 
velop bilateral cooperation in the peaceful 
use of nuclear energy. 

We have 
begin negotiations with the purpose of con- 
cluding an agreement between the United 
States and the Federation on co- 
operation in the peaceful use of nuclear en- 
ergy. 


directed our Governments to 


Russian 


Countering Nuclear Proliferation 

We recognize the vital role of the Treaty 
on the Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weap- 
ons (NPT) in the prevention of nuclear pro- 
liferation and the importance of the IAEA 
in implementing safeguards required by the 
NPT. We are working with our G—8 partners 
to make the Additional Protocol an essential 
norm for verifying compliance with nuclear 
safeguards obligations. We welcome the es- 
tablishment of the [AEA Committee on Safe- 
guards and Verification. We are actively ful- 
filling our obligations under Article VI of the 
NPT by substantially reducing nuclear forces 
as we implement the Moscow Treaty of May 
24. 2002. 

We reiterate our support for effective 
measures to prevent transfers of sensitive nu- 
clear equipment, materials and technologies 
to states that may seek to use them for weap- 
ons purposes, or allow them to fall into ter- 
rorists’ hands, and will work together to this 
end. 

We reiterate our commitments under- 
taken under the Bratislava Joint Statement 
on Nuclear Security Cooperation of Feb- 
ruary 24, 2005. We have made substantial 
progress in the implementation of those com- 
mitments and we reaffirm our goal of com- 
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pleting nuclear security upgrades by the end 
of 2008. 

We welcome the continued cooperation 
and the recent extension of the Cooperative 
Threat Reduction Agreement to ensure full 
implementation of the ongoing projects 
launched earlier under this Agreement. In 
this context, we take note of the start of oper- 
ations of the Mayak Fissile Materials Storage 
Facility. We continue discussions on how 
best to implement our commitments to the 
disposition by each side of 34 metric 
of weapons grade plutonium. 

We applaud the extension of UN Security 
Council Resolution 1540, the adoption by the 
UN General Assembly of the Inte -rnational 
Convention for the Suppression of Acts of 
Nuclear and the decision by the 
States Parties to strengthen the Convention 
on Physical Protection of Nuclear Material. 

We will continue to advance the objectives 
of the Proliferation Security Initiative, which 
makes an important contribution to coun- 
tering the trafficking in WMD, their delivery 


means, 


tons 


Terrorism, 


and related materials. We welcome 
increasing international endorsement for the 
initiative, as was demonstrated at the High 
Level Political Meeting in Warsaw. We take 
note of the discussion at that meeting on how 
PSI states can work cooperatively to prevent 
and disrupt proliferation finance, in further- 
ance of UNSCR 1540. 

We look forward to reinforcing our part- 
nership with India. We welcome the impor- 
tant nonproliferation commitments India has 
made, and India’s closer alignment with the 
nonproliferation regime mainstream. We 
look forward to working with India on civil 
nuclear cooperation to address its energy re- 
quirements, and on further enhancing the 
global nonproliferation regime. We will con- 
tinue to work together to strengthen the 
global non-proliferation regime. 

We are especially concerned by the failure 
of the Iranian government to engage seri- 
ously on the propos: als made by the P-—5 
countries and Germany. In this context, we 
stand fully behind the decision by Foreign 
Ministers on July 12. We are seriously con- 
cerned by North Korea’s ballistic missile tests 
and urge it to return to a moratorium on such 
launches, to the Six-Party Talks, and to full 
implementation of the September 19, 2005 





July 17 / 


United States and the Rus- 
sian Federation are actively working for unity 
among the UN Security Council members 
sensitive We will continue 
our G-8 


agreement. The 


on these issues. 


consultations with partners to 
strengthen the global non-proliferation re- 


gime. 


Through our cooperation in the field of 


nuclear nonproliferation we seek to improve 
the security of our own peoples and of all 
others in the world community. In doing so 
we are building on the unique historic roles 
and responsibilities of the United States and 
the Russian Federation in nuclear science 
and technology, both military and civilian. 
We are united in our determination to help 
make the benefits of nuclear energy securely 
available to all for peaceful purposes. 


Nott An available — for 


verification of the content of this joint statement. 


original was not 


Statement on the Landing of the 
Space Shuttle Discovery 
July 17, 2006 


On behalf of all Americans, I welcome 
home the crew of the Space Shuttle Dis- 
covery from a safe and successful mission. 
Your courage and commitment to excellence 
have inspired us all, and a proud Nation 
sends its congratulations on a job well done. 
The men and women of NASA have dedi- 
cated themselves to putting our space pro- 
gram back on track and implementing our 
Nation’s vision for human and robotic space 
exploration. America’s space program is a 
source of great national pride, and this mis- 
sion has been another important accomplish- 
ment in advancing space science, human 
space flight, and space exploration. 


Proclamation 8036—Captive Nations 
Week, 2006 


July 13, 2006 


By the President of the United States 
of America 
A Proclamation 


The best hope for peace is the expansion 
of freedom throughout the world. During 
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Captive Nations Week, we reaffirm our com- 
mitment to liberty, protecting 
human rights, and helping people realize the 
great promise of democracy. 


advancing 


proclaiming the first Captive Nations 
Week in 1959, President Dwight Eisenhower 
said that “the citizens of the United States 
are linked by bonds of family and principle 
to those who love freedom and justice on 
every continent.” Over the past five decades, 
the force of human freedom has overcome 
hatred and resentment and overthrown ty- 
Freedom 
is on the march, and today more people live 
in liberty than ever before. 


rants in nations around the globe. 


The advance of freedom is the story of our 
time, remarkable 
progress in recent years. The 
Afghanistan elected their first 
democratic parliament in more than a gen- 
eration. The people of Kyrgyzstan drove a 
corrupt regime from power and voted for 
democratic change. Ending 16 years of civil 
war and interim governments, the people of 
Liberia were able to go to the polls, electing 
Africa’s first female president. The coura- 
geous citizens of Iraq reached yet another 
important milestone in their journey towards 
democracy by forming a national unity gov- 
ernment based upon the constitution they 
approved last October. In Lebanon, citizens 
recovered their independence and chose 
their members of parliament in free elec- 
tions. That newfound independence has 
come under attack in recent days from ter- 
rorists and their state sponsors, who see free- 
dom and democracy as a threat. The United 
States and its allies will stand with those in 
Lebanon who continue to struggle for their 
independence and sovereignty and who 
refuse to give over their country to extremism 
and terror. 


and we have witnessed 
democratic 


people of 


At this critical time in the history of free- 
dom, no nation can evade the demands of 
human dignity. In countries like Iran, North 
Korea, Belarus, Burma, Syria, Zimbabwe, 
and Cuba, governments must become ac- 
countable to their citizens and embrace de- 
mocracy. The desire for freedom is written 
in every human heart, and we can be con- 
fident that in this century freedom will con- 
tinue to prevail. 
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This week is also an opportunity to honor 
those who have stood against oppre ssion and 
advanced the fundamental right of all to live 
in liberty. The courage and sacrifice of these 
men and women reflect the fact that tyranny 
can never destroy the desire to be free. In- 
spired by their example, we will carry on 
their work to he ‘Ip others realize the universal 
gift of liberty and to spread the light of de- 
mocracy to every corner of the world. 

The Congress, by Joint Resolution ap- 
proved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 212), has au- 
thorized and requested the President to issue 
a proclamation ew the third week in 
July of each year as “Captive Nations Week.” 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America 
do hereby proclaim July 16 through July 22 
2006, as Captive Nations Week. I call upon 
the people of the United States to reaffirm 
their commitment to all those seeking liberty, 
justice, and self-determination. 
~ In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirteenth day of July, in the 
year of our 


Lord two thousand six, and of 


the Independence of the United States of 


America the two hundred and thirty-first. 
George W. Bush 


[Filed with the Office 
8:45 a.m., July 19, 2006] 


of the Federal Register 


Nore: This proclamation was released by the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary on July 18, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on July 20 


Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Congressional Leaders and an 
Exchange With Reporters 

July 18, 2006 


The President. | just had the pleasure of 


briefing the key Me mbers of the House and 
the Senate on my trip to St. Petersburg and 
to Germany. Thank you all for coming. 

You know, prior to my traveling to St. Pe- 
tersburg, I thought the issue was going to 
be whether or not we could bring the world 
together to deal with North Korea and 
Iran—and by the way, during my stay there, 
we did get an unanimous Unite .d Nations Se- 
curity Council agreement on North Korea. 
And it was my pleasure to be able to thank 
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the Chinese and the Russians and the Japa- 
nese and our European friends for voting fa- 
vorably for that resolution—but instead, a lot 
of the discussion was on the 
tacks into Israel. 


Hizballian at- 


What was really interesting was that—and 
I briefed this to the Members—that we were 
able to reach a very strong consensus that 
the world must confront the root causes of 
the current instability. And the root cause 
of that current instability is terrorism and ter- 
rorist attacks on a democratic country. And 
part of those terrorist attacks are inspired by 
nation-states like Syria and Iran. And in order 
to be able to deal with this crisis, the world 
must deal with Hizballah, with Syria, and to 
continue to work to isolate Iran. 

I strongly believe every nation ought to be 
able to defend herself from terrorist attacks. 
We're also mindful—and I talked to the 
Members—about the need to make sure the 
Government of Lebanon does not collapse. 
It’s in our interest that Lebanon be free and 
the Siniora Government succeed. 

We also talked about the evacuation of 
U.S. citizens in Lebanon. And Condi briefed 
the Members about the joint plan with the 
Defense Department to make sure there’s 
enough transportation to expeditiously pro- 
vide transportation for those who want to 
leave. And we're in the process of doing that. 

All in all, it was a very positive visit there 
in the G-8. We dealt with significant prob- 
lems. Sometimes it requires tragic situations 
to help bring clarity in the international com- 
munity. And it is now clear for all to see that 
there are terrorist elements who want to de- 
stroy our democratic friends and allies, and 
the world must work to prevent them from 
doing so. 

With that, I'll be glad to answer a couple 
of questions. Let's see, here. Yes. 


Situation in the Middle East 


Q. In trying to defuse the situation in the 
Middle East, is the United States trying to 
buy time and give Israel a chance to we: aken 
Hizballah militarily? 

The President. Well, we have made it 
very clear that Israel should be allowed to 
defend herself. We've asked that as she does 
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so, that she be mindful of the Siniora Gov- 
ernment. It’s very important that this Gov- 
ernment in Lebanon succeed and survive. 

Everybody abhors the loss of innocent life. 
On the other hand, what we recognize is that 
the root cause of the problem is Hizballah. 
And that problem must be addressed, and 
it can be addressed through—internationally 
by making it clear to Syria that they've got 
to stop their support to Hizballah. 

Listen, Syria is trying to get back into Leb- 
anon—it looks like to me. We passed United 
Nations Resolution 1559, and finally this 
young democracy—or this democracy be- 
by getting Syria out. And 
there’s suspicions that the instability created 
by the Hizballian attacks will cause some in 
Lebanon to invite Syria back in, and it’s 
against the United Nations policy, and it’s 
against the U.S. policy. 

Q. There’s a Deputy Army Chief of Israel 
who said that for this offensive to reach its 
goal will take weeks. Are you comfortable 
with that kind of timeframe? Are you com- 
fortable with letting the offensive go on for 
weeks? 

The President. 1 want the world to ad- 
dress the root causes of the problem, and 
the root cause of the problem is Hizballah. 
I also 


came whole 


and we've been, of course, in touch 
with Israel. Condi spoke to Prime Minister 
Olmert yesterday on the airplane flying back. 
And we're never going to tell a nation how 
to defend herself, but we are urging caution 
when it comes to the survival of the Siniora 
Government. It’s essential that the Govern- 
ment of Lebanon survive this crisis. 

We've worked hard to free—and “we” 
being the international community—worked 
hard to free Lebanon from Syrian influence. 
And there’s a young government there. And 
it’s in our interest that Syria stay out of Leb- 
anon and this Government survive. And so 
in our consultations with countries in the 
neighborhood, we have urged all to address 
the problem—that would be Hizballah and 
its terrorist attacks on Israel. 

Remember, this started—this crisis started 
when Hizballah captured two Israeli soldiers. 
They were unprovoked—Hizballah were 
unprovoked, and they then took hostages. 
Imagine how the United States would react 


if somebody provoked us with that kind of 
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action—and secondly, started firing rockets. 
And it’s this provocation of Hizballah that has 
created this crisis, and that’s the root cause 
of the problem. 

All right, thank you all. 


Norte: The President spoke at 3:57 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re 
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Fuad Siniora 
of Lebanon: and Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of 
Israel. A reporter referred to Maj. Gen. Moshe 
Kaplinsky, Deputy Chief of the General Staff, 
Israel Defense Forces 


Memorandum on Assignment of 
Reporting Functions Related to 
Russian Debt Reduction for 
Nonproliferation 


July 18, 2006 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
Subject: Assignment of Reporting Functions 
Related to Russian Debt Reduction for 
Nonproliferation 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, including section 301 of title 3, United 
States Code, and section 1321 of the Foreign 
Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 
(Public Law 107-228) (the “Act”), I hereby 
assign to you the functions of the President 
under section 1321 of the Act. 

You are authorized and directed to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Register 


George W. Bush 


Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency Blocking 
Property of Certain Persons and 
Prohibiting the Importation of 
Certain Goods From Liberia 
July 18, 2006 


On July 22, 2004, by Executive Order 
13348, I declared a national emergency and 
ordered related measures blocking the prop- 
erty of certain persons and prohibiting the 
importation of certain goods from Liberia, 
pursuant to the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701- 
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1706). I took this action to deal with the un 
usual and extraordin: iry threat to the fore 1en 
policy of the United States constituted by the 
actions and policies of former Liberian Presi- 
dent Charles Taylor and other persons, in 
particular their unlawful de pletion of Libe- 

rian resources and their removal from Libe- 

ria and secreting of Liberian funds and prop- 
erty, which have undermined Liberia’s tran 
sition to democracy and the orderly develop- 
ment of its political, administrative, and eco 
nomic institutions and resources. I further 
noted that the Comprehensive Peace Agree- 
ment signed on August 18, 2003, and the re 
lated ceasefire had not yet been universally 
implemented throughout Liberia, and that 
the illicit trade in round logs and timber 


products was linked to the proliferation of 


and trafficking in illegal arms, which perpet- 
uated the Liberian conflict and fueled and 
exacerbated other conflicts throughout West 
Africa. 
Today, Liberia is making a transition to a 
peaceful, democratic order under the new 
administration of President Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf. Charles Taylor is in the custody of 
the Special Court for Sierra Leone in The 
Hague. However, the 
fragile. The actions and policies of Charles 
Taylor and others have left a legacy of de- 
struction that still has the pote ntial to under- 
mine 


stability in Liberia is 


Liberia’s transformation and recovery 

Because the actions and policies of these 
persons continue to pose an unusual and ex- 
traordinary threat to the foreign policy of the 
United States, the national emerge ney de- 
clared on July 22, 2004, and the 
adopted on that date to deal with that emer 
gency, must continue in effect beyond July 
22. 2006. Therefore, in accordance with sec 
tion 202(d) of the N a il Emergencies Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for | 
year the national teas declared in Ex- 
ecutive Order 13348 

This notice shall be published in the Fed- 
eral Register and transmitted to the 
gress. 


measures 


Con- 


George W. Bush 
The White House, 
July 18, 2006. 


[Filed with the Office of the 
8:45 a.m., July 19, 2006] 


Federal Register, 


July 18 


136] 


Norte: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on July 20. 


Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 


Emergency Blocking Property of 
Certain Persons and Prohibiting the 
Importation of Certain Goods From 
Liberia 

July 18, 2006 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National 
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer- 
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishe s in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue 


Emer- 


in effect beyond the anniver- 
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
[ have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, stating that the na- 
tional related 
blocking the property of certain persons and 
prohibiting the import: ition of certain goods 
from Liberia are to continue in effect beyond 
July 22, 2006. The most recent notice 
tinuing this emergency was published in the 
Federal Register on July 21, 2005 (70 FR 
$19'35) 

The actions and policies of former 


eme rgency and measures 


con- 


Libe- 
rian President Charles Taylor and his close 
associates, in particular their unlawful deple- 
tion of Liberian resources and their removal 
from Liberia and secreting of Liberian funds 
and property, continue to undermine Libe- 
ria’s transition to democracy and the orderly 
development of its political, administrative, 
and economic institutions and resources. 
These actions and policies pose a continuing 
unusual and extraordinary threat to the for- 
eign policy of the U nited States. For these 
I have determined that it is nec- 
oi to continue the 


easons, 
national emergency 
and related measures blocking the property 
of certain persons and prohibiting the impor- 
tation of certain goods from Liberia. 


George W. Bush 


The White House, 
July 18, 2006. 
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Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting 
Budget Amendments for the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services 

July 18, 2006 


Dear Mr. Speaker 

ask the Congress to consider the en- 
closed FY 2007 Budget amendments for the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
to enhance the preparedness and response 
capabilities of the agency based primarily on 
the findings of the Federal Response to Hur- 


ricane Katrina: Lessons Learned re port of 


February 2006. 
et authority in my 


The total discretionary budg- 
FY 2007 Budget would 
not be increased by these requests. 

The details of this proposal are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 


George W. Bush 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Departure of American Citizens 
From Lebanon 

July 18, 2006 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President: 

Hostilities involving Israeli military forces 
and Hezbollah te mnariate in Lebanon com- 
menced on July 12, 2006, and have included 
military poe A in the vicinity of the U.S. 
Embassy in Beirut. 

Although there is no evidence that Ameri- 
cans are being directly targeted, the security 
situation has deteriorated and now presents 
a potential threat to American citizens and 
the U.S. Embassy. On July 14, the Depart- 


ment of State first requested Department of 


Defense assistance to support the departure 
of American citizens from Lebanon. On July 
15, U.S. military helicopters temporarily de- 
ploye «d to C /yprus. On July 16, these combat- 
equipped helicopters delivered to U.S. Em- 
bassy, Beirut, a contingent of U.S. military 
pe srsonnel who will assist in planning and 


conducting the departure from Lebanon of 


U.S. Embassy personnel and citizens and 
designated third country personnel. The heli- 


Director of 
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copters also transported U.S. citizens from 
Beirut to Cyprus. It is expected that these 
helicopters will continue to provide support 
to the Embassy, including for the departure 
of additional personnel from Lebanon. It is 
likely that additional combat-equipped U.S 
military forces may be deployed to Lebanon 
and Cyprus and other locations, as necessary, 
in order to support further efforts to assist 
in the departure of persons from Lebanon 
and to provide security. 

These actions are being undertaken sole ly 
for the purpose of protecting American citi- 
zens and property. United States forces will 
redeploy as soon as it is determined that the 
threat to U.S. citizens and property has 
ended and the departure of any persons, as 
necessary, is completed. 

I have taken this action pursuant to my 
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for- 
eign relations and as Commander in Chief 
and Chief Executive. I am providing this re- 
port as part of my efforts to keep the Con- 
gress informed, consistent with the War Pow- 
ers Resolution. 

Sincerely, 


George W. Bush 


Norte: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives 
and Ted Stevens, President pro tempore of the 
Senate. This letter was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on July 19 


Remarks on Signing the Fetus 
Farming Prohibition Act and 
Returning Without Approval to the 
House of Representatives the “Stem 
Cell Research Enhancement Act of 
2005” 


July 19, 2006 


Good afternoon. Congress has just passed 
and sent to my desk two bills concerning the 
use of stem cells biomedical research. 
These bills illustrate both the promise and 
perils we face in the age of biotechnology. 
In this new era, our challenge is to harness 
the power of science to ease human suffering 
without sanctioning the practices that violate 
the dignity of human life. 
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In 2001, I spoke to the American people 
and set forth a new policy on stem cell 
search that struck a balance between the 
needs of science and the demands of 
science. When I took office, there 
Federal funding for human embryonic stem 
cell research. Under the policy I announced 
my administration became the 
first to make Federal funds available for this 
research. 


con- 


Was ho 


2) years ago, 


j stem cell 
lines derived from embryos that had already 
been destroyed. My administration has made 
available more than $90 million for research 
on these lines. This policy has allowed impor- 


yet only on embrvonic 


tant research to go forward without using tax- 
payer funds to encourage the further delib 
erate destruction of human embryos 

One of the bills Congress has passed builds 
on the progress we have made over the last 
9 years, so I signed it into law. Congress has 
also passed a second bill that attempts to 
overturn the balanced policy I set. This bill 
would support the taking of innocent human 
life in the hope of finding medical benefits 
for others. It crosses a moral boundary that 
our decent society needs to respect, so I ve 
toed it. 

Like all I believe our Nation 


must vigorously pursue the tremendous pos- 


Americans, 


sibility that science offers to cure disease and 
improve the lives of millions. We have oppor 

tunities to discover cures and treatments that 
were unthinkable generations ago. Some sci 
entists believe that one source of these cures 
Em 
ability to grow 
into specialized adult tissues, and this may 
give them the potential to replace damaged 
or defective cells or body parts and treat a 
variety of diseases 

Yet we also remember that embry 

onic stem cells come from human embryos 
that are destroyed for their cells. Each of 
these human embryos is a unique human life 
with inherent dignity and matchless value 

We see that value in the 
with us today. Each of these children began 


might be embryonic stem cell research. 
bryonic 


stem cells have the 


must 


children who are 


his or her life as a frozen embryo that was 
created for in vitro fertilization but remained 


unused after the fertility 
complete. Each of these children was adopt- 
ed while still an embryo and has been blessed 
with the chance to grow up ina loving family. 


treatments were 
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These boys and girls are not spare parts. 
They remind us of what is lost when embryos 
are destroyed in the name of research. They 
remind us that we all begin our lives as a 
small collection of cells. And they remind us 
that in our zeal for new treatments and cures, 
America must never abandon our funda- 
mental morals. 

Some people argue that finding new cures 
for disease requires the destruction of human 
embryos like the ones that these families 
adopted. I believe that with the 
right techniques and the right policies, we 
can achieve scientific progress while living 
up to our ethical responsibilities. That’s what 
[ sought in 2001, when I set forth my admin- 
istration’s policy allowing Federal funding for 
research on embryonic stem cell lines where 
the life and death decision had alre ‘ady been 
made. 

This approach worked. 
Under this policy, 21 human embryonic stem 
cell lines are currently in use in research that 
is eligible for Federal funding. 


disagree ye 


balanced has 


Each of these 
lines can be replicated many times. And as 
a result, the National Institutes of Health 
have helped make more than 700 shipments 
2001. There 
on embryonic stem cell research. 


to researchers since is no ban 
To the con- 
trary, even critics of my policy concede that 
these federally funded lines are being used 
in research every day by scientists around the 
world. My policy has allowed us to explore 
the potential of embryonic stem cells, and 
it has allowed America to continue to lead 
the world in this area. 

Since I announced my policy in 2001, ad- 
vances in scientific research have also shown 
the great potential of stem cells that are de- 
rived without harming human embryos. My 
administration has expanded the funding of 
research into stem cells that can be drawn 
from children, adults, and the blood in um- 
bilical cords, with no harm to the donor. And 
these stem cells are already being used in 
medical treatments. With us today are pa- 
benefited from treatments 
with adult and umbilical-cord blood stem 
cells. And I want to thank you all for coming. 

They are living proof that effective medical 
science can also be ethical. Researchers are 
now also investigating new techniques that 
could allow doctors and scientists to produce 


tients who have 
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stem cells just as versatile as those derived 
from human embryos. One technique sci- 
would involve re- 
adult cell—for example, a 


skin cell to function like an embryonic stem 


entists are exploring 


programming an 


cell. Science offers the hope that we may one 
day enjoy the potential benefits of e -mbryonic 
stem cells without destroying human life 

We must continue to e xplore these hopeful 
alternatives and 
entific 


cause of sci- 
to the 
society. The 
bill I sign today upholds these humane ideals 
and draws an important ethical line to guide 
our research 


advance the 


research while staying true 


ideals of a decent and humane 


The Fetus Farming Prohibition 
Act was sponsored by Senators Santorum and 
Brownback—both and by 
Congressman Dave Weldon, along with Na 
than Deal. Thank you, This 


good law prohibits one of the most egregious 


Ww ho are here 


Congressmen 


abuses in biomedical research, the trafficking 
in human fetuses that are created with the 
sole intent of aborting them to harvest their 
parts. Human beings are not a raw material 
to be e ey d or a commodity to be bought 
or sold, and this bill will he ‘Ip ensure that 
ve respect the fundamental ethical line 

I'm disappointed that Congress failed to 
pass another bill that would have promoted 
good research. This bill was sponsored by 
Senator Santorum and Senator Arlen Specter 
and Congressman Bartlett. Thanks 
Roscoe. It would have authorized 
Federal funding for 
new research that could produce cells with 


Roscoe 
for coming 
additional 


the abilities of embryonic cells but without 
This is 
This bill 


Was Uulk inimously approve “d by the Senate; it 


the destruction of human embryos 
an important piece of legislation 
received 273 votes in the House of Rep 
resentatives but was blocked by a minority 
in the House using procedural maneuvers 
I'm disappointed that the House failed to au- 
thorize funding for this vital and ethical re- 
search 

It makes no sense to Say that you're in 
favor of finding cures for terrible diseases as 
quickly as possible and then block a bill that 


would authorize funding for promising and 
ethical stem cell research. 
ethical alternatives are 
we cannot lose the opportunity to conduct 
research that would give hope to those suf- 


At a moment when 
becoming available, 


promising 
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fering from terrible diseases and help move 
our Nation beyond the current controversies 
over embryonic stem cell research. 

We must pursue this research. And so 
direct the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, Secretary Leavitt, and the Director 
of the National Institutes of Health to use 
all the tools at their disposal to aid the search 
for stem cell techniques that advance prom- 
ising medical science in an ethical and mor- 
ally responsible way. 

Unfortunately, Congress has sent me a bill 
that fails to meet this ethical test. This legisla- 
tion would overturn the balanced policy on 
embryonic stem cell research that my admin- 
istration has followed for the past 5 years. 
This bill would also undermine the principle 
that Congress itself has followed for more 
than a decade, when it has prohibited Fed- 
eral funding for 
human embryos. 

If this bill would have Amer 
ican taxpayers would, for the first time in our 
history, be compelled to fund the deliberate 
And I’m not 


research — that destroys 


» become law, 


destruction of human embryos. 
going to allow it. 

I made it clear to the Congress that I will 
not allow our Nation to cross this moral line. 

felt like crossing this line would be 
take, and once crossed, we would find it al- 
most impossible to turn back. Crossing the 
line would needlessly 


a mis- 


a conflict 
between science and ethics that can only do 
damage to both and to our Nation as a whole. 
If we're to find the right ways to advance 
ethical medical research, we 


encourage 


must also be 
willing, when necessary, to reject the wrong 
ways. So today, I’m keeping the promise | 
made to the American people by returning 
this bill to Congress with my veto. 

As science closer to 
unlocking the secrets of human biology, it 
also offers temptations to manipulate human 
life and violate dignity. Our 
science and history as a nation demand that 
temptation. America 
founded on the principle that we are all cre- 


brings us ever 


human con 


we resist this was 
ated equal and endowed by our Creator with 
the right to life. We 
while 


can advance the cause 


of science upholding this founding 


promise. We can harness the promise of 


technology without becoming slaves to tech- 


nology. And we can ensure that science 
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serves the cause of humanity instead of the 
other way around. 

(America pursues medical advances in the 
name of life, and we will achieve the great 
breakthroughs we all seek with reverence for 
the gift of life. I believe America’s scientists 
have the ingenuity and skill to meet this chal 
lenge. And I look forward to working with 
Congress and the scientific community to 
achieve these great and noble goals in the 
years ahead. 

Thank you all for coming, and may God 
bless 


Note: The President spoke at 2:08 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. S. 3504, approved 
July 19, was assigned Public Law No. 109-242 


Message to the House of 
Representatives Returning Without 
Approval the “Stem Cell Research 


Enhancement Act of 2005 
July 19, 2006 


To the House of Representatives 

I am returning herewith without my ap- 
proval H.R. 810, the “Stem Cell Research 
Enhancement Act of 2005.” 

Like all Americans, I believe our Nation 
must vigorously pursue the tremendous pos- 
sibilities that science offers to cure disease 
and improve the lives of millions. Yet, as 
science brings us ever closer to unlocking the 
secrets of human biology, it also offers temp- 
tations to manipulate human life and violate 
human dignity. Our conscience and history 
as a Nation demand that we resist this temp- 
tation. With the right scientific techniques 
and the right policies, we can achieve sci- 
entific progress while living up to our ethical 
responsibilities. 

In 2001, I set forth a new policy on stem 
cell research that struck a balance between 
the needs of science and the demands of con- 
science. When I took office, there was no 
Federal funding for human embryonic stem 
cell research. Under the policy I announced 
5 years ago, my Administration became the 
first to make Federal funds available for this 
research, but only on embryonic stem cell 
lines derived from embryos that had already 
been destroyed. My Administration has made 
available more than $90 million for research 
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of these lines. This policy has allowed impor- 
tant research to go forward and has allowed 
America to continue to lead the world in em- 
bryonic stem cell research without encour- 
aging the further destruction of living human 
embryos. 

H.R. 810 would overturn my Administra- 
tion’s balanced policy on embryonic stem cell 
research. If this bill were to become law, 
American taxpayers for the first time in our 
history would be compelled to fund the de- 


liberate destruction of human embryos. 


Crossing this line would be a grave mistake 
and would needlessly encourage a conflict 
between science and ethics that can only do 
damage to both and harm our Nation as a 
whole. 


Advances in research show that stem cell 
science Can progress in an ethical way. Since 
[ announced my policy in 2001, my A dminis- 
tration has expanded funding of research into 
stem cells that can be drawn from children, 
adults, and the blood in umbilical cords with 
no harm to the donor, and these stem cells 
are currently being used in medical treat- 
ments. Science also offers the hope that we 
may one day enjoy the potential benefits of 
embryonic stem cells without destroying 
human life. Researchers are investigating 
new techniques that might allow doctors and 
scientists to produce stem cells just as 
versatile as those derived from human em- 
bryos without harming life. We must con- 
tinue to explore these hopeful alternatives, 
so we can advance the cause of scientific re- 
search while staying true to the ideals of a 
decent and humane society. 


I hold to the principle that we can harness 
the promise of technology without becoming 
slaves to technology and ensure that science 
serves the cause of humanity. If we are to 
find the right ways to advance ethical medical 
research, we must also be willing when nec- 
essary to reject the wrong ways. For that rea- 
son, I must veto this bill. 


George W. Bush 
The White House, 


July 19, 2006. 
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Remarks at the NAACP Annual 
Convention 
July 20, 2006 


much. 
Bruce 


The President. 
Bruce, thanks for your introduction. 
is a polite guy 
to say, “It's about time you showed up.” 
|Laughter| And I'm glad I did. See, I see 
this as a moment of opportunity. I have come 
to celebrate the civil rights 
movement and the accomplishments of the 
NAACP. 

I want to talk 
the NAACP 


united, committed to destroying discrimina- 


Thank you very 


| thought what he was going 


heroism of the 


about ways to build what 


has always sought—a nation 
tion and extending to every American the full 


blessings—the full blessings of liberty and 
opportunity. It's important to me 
tant to our Nation. I come from a family com- 
mitted to civil rights. My faith tells me that 
God, equally loved, 
equally cherished equally entitled to the 
rights He grants us all. 

For nearly 200 years, our Nation failed the 
test of exte nding r the 


African 


nearly 


». It’s impor- 


we're all children of 


blessings of liberty to 
Slavery legal tor 
100 years and discrimination legal in 
LOO 
Taken toge ther, the rec ‘ord pli iced a stain on 


Americans was 


many places for nearly years more 


America’s founding, a stain that we have not 
yet wiped clean 

When people talk about America’s Found- 
they likes of Washington 
and Jefferson and Franklin and Adams. Too 
often they 


ers, mention the 


ignore another group of found- 
men and women and children who did 
to America of their free will but 
These founders literally helped 
build our country. They chopped the wood: 
they built the they tilled the fields: 
and they reaped the harvest. They raised the 
children of others even though their own 
children had been ripped away and sold to 
These 


ers 
not come 
in chains. 


home ~~ 4 


founders were denied the 
most basic birthright, and that’s freedom. 

Yet through captivity and oppression, they 
kept the faith. They carved a great nation 
out of the wilderness, and later, their de- 
scendants led a people out of the wilderness 
of bigotry. Nearly 200 years into our history 
as a nation, America experienced a second 
founding, the civil rights movement. 


strangers. 


Some 
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of those leaders are here. These second 
founders, led by the likes of Thurgood Mar- 
shall and Martin Luther King, Jr., believed 
in the constitutional guarantees of liberty and 
equality. They trusted fellow Americans to 
join them in doing the right thing. They were 
leaders. They topple “d Jim Crow through sim- 
ple deeds: boarding a bus; walking along the 
road; showing up peace fully at courthouses: 
or joining in prayer and song. Despite the 
sheriffs dogs and the jailer’s scorn and the 
hangman’s noose 
they prevailed. 


and the assassin’s bullets. 
3 weeks 
A lot 
of people focused on the fact that my friend 
the Prime Minister of Japan, was an 
fan, 


I don’t know if you remember, 
ago, | went to Memphis, Tennessee. 


Elvis 
But we 
also went to another stop, a stop Reverend 
Jesse Jackson knows all too well, a painful 
moment in his life and in the life of our Na- 
tion, reflected in the Lorraine Motel. 

The Prime Minister and I went there, 
which is now the National Civil Rights Mu- 
By the way, if you haven’t been there, 


because we went to Graceland. 


seul. 


you ought to go. Among the people greeting 
me there was Dr. Benjamin Hooks. It’s good 


to see you again, sir. He led me out onto 
the balcony of Room 306. I remember, Dr. 
Hooks pointed to the window that was still 
half-cracked. You know what talking 
about, It’s not very far away. It was 
a powe tal reminder of the hardships this 
Nation has been through, the struggle for de- 

cency. 

I was honored that Dr. Hooks took time 
to visit with me. He talked about the hard- 
ships of the movement. With the gentle wis- 
dom that comes from experience, he 


it clear: We 


I'm 
Jesse 


made 
And that’s 
I've come We want a united 
America that is Nation under 
where every man and child and woman is 
valued and treated with dignity. We want < 

hopeful America where the prosperity and 
opportunities of our great land reach into 
every block of eve ry ne ighborhood. We want 
an America that is constantly renewing itself, 
where citizens rise above political differences 
to heal old wounds, to build the 
brotherhood, and to move 


must work as one. 


why today. 


one God. 


bonds of 
us ever closer to 
the founding promise of liberty and justice 


for all. 
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Nearly 100 years after the NAACP’s birth, 
America remains an unfolding story of free- 
dom, and all of us have an obligation to play 
our part 

I want to thank your chairman, Julian 
Bond, for his introduction. And thanks for 
greeting me today, Mr. Chairman. I asked 
him for a few pointers on how to give a 
speech. [Laughter] It look like 
they're taking. [Laughter] I want to thank 
Brock, the vice chairman of the 
board, as well. I thank all the board mem- 
bers, all the participants all the Members 
of the United States Congress for joining us 
today as well 


doesn’t 


Roslyn 


I congratulate Bruce Gordon on his strong 
leadership. I've gotten to know him. See, 
shortly after he was elected, he came by the 
Oval Office. He doesn’t mince 
| Laughter] It’s clear what’s on his mind. He’s 
also a results-oriented person. I'm pleased 
I'm pleased to say that I have 
mirer of Bruce Gordon, and we've got a good 
working relationship. I don’t know if that 
helps you or hurts you. [Laughter] But it’s 
the truth. I admire the man. 

We've had frank discussions, starting with 
Katrina. We talked about the challenges fac- 
ing the African American community after 


words 


I'm an ad- 


that storm. We talked about the response of 


the Federal Government. And most impor- 
tantly, we talked about the way forward. We 
talked about what we can do, working to 
gether, to move forward. And as a result of 
that first meeting, we found areas where we 
share common purpose, and we have re- 
solved to work together in practical ways. | 
don’t expect Bruce to become a Repub- 
lican—{laughter|—and_ neither do you. 
|Laughter| But I do want to work with him 
and that’s what I’m here to talk to you about 

And so we've been working together in 
helping the citizens along the gulf coast re- 
cover from one of the worst natural disasters 
in our Nation’s history. You know, when we 
met, I told Bruce that I would work with 
the Congress to make sure we dedicated 
enough money to help the folks. He kind of 
looked at me like, sure he’s heard these polit- 
ical promises before. It’s not the first time 
that he had heard somebody say, “Well, we'll 
work together to see if we can’t get enough 
money.” And | have 


suspect he might 
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thought, “Well, he’s just trying to get me out 
of the Oval Office.” | Laughter] 

But I meant what I said, and I want to 
thank the United States Congress for joining 
with the administration. We’ve committed 
over $110 billion to help the people in the 
gulf coast. That’s money to go to build new 
homes, good schools. Bruce and I talked a 
lot about how do we make sure the con- 
tracting that goes on down there in the gulf 
coast goes to minority-owned businesses. 

The road to recovery is long and difficult, 
but we will continue to work together to im- 
plement the strategy that Bruce and I worked 
on, along with people—other people like 
Donna Brazile and other leaders. We've got 
a plan, and we've got a commitment. And 
the commitment is not only to work together, 
but it’s a commitment to the people of the 
gulf coast of the United States to see to it 
that their lives are better and brighter than 
before the storm. 

We also worked together to ensure that 
African Americans can take advantage of the 
new Medicare drug benefit. Look, I under- 
stand that we had a political disagreement 
on the bill. I know that. But I worked with 
the Congress to make sure that the days of 
seniors having to choose between food and 
medicine is over. And that’s the case of this 
new Medicare benefit. The Federal Govern- 
ment pays over 95 percent of the cost for 
our Nation's poorest seniors to get this new 
drug benefit. 

And I want to thank the NAACP for recog- 
nizing that it’s important to help our seniors 
sign up for this benefit. We put politics aside. 
We said, the day is over of arguing about 
the bill; let’s make sure people receive the 
benefits of this bill. Bruce Gordon has shown 
leadership on this important issue, and I want 
to thank you for that. 


We'll work together, and as we do so, you 


must understand, I understand that racism 
still lingers in America. It’s a lot easier to 
change a law than to change a human heart. 
And I understand that many African Ameri- 
cans distrust my political party. 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. | consider it a tragedy that 
the party of Abraham Lincoln let go of its 
historic ties with the African American com- 
munity. For too long, my party wrote off the 
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African American vote, and many African 
Americans wrote off the Republican Party. 

That history has prevented us from work- 
ing together when we agree on great goals. 
That’s what 


I've come to share with you. We've put the 


That’s not good for our country 


interests of the country above political party 
I want to change the relationship. The Amer- 
ica we seek should be bigger than politics. 
And today I’m going to talk about some areas 
where I believe we can work together to re- 
duce the obstacles for opportunity for all our 
And that starts, by the 
education. 

Surely, Wwe same goal: We 
an excellent education for every child. 


citizens. way, with 


» share the want 
Not 
just some children but every single child. | 
the 


I don’t know if there’s any 


can remember being 
Texans 
here or not. _ Tell them “hi” at 


| Laughter 


Texas— 


home 

I remember going to a ninth grade class 
when I was the ¢ 
borhood that’s 


there in 


Governor. It was in a neigh- 
a low-income neighborhood 


And I asked the 
I said, “ 


Houston ninth 
How’s it going?” The 
' “My stu- 
That’s wrong, to hear a 
ninth grade teacher say, “ 


grade teacher, 
man looked me in the eye and said, 
dents cannot read.” 
My students cannot 
read.” 

I decided to do something about it when 
I was the and I decided to do 
something about that when 


Governor, 
became the 
President. See, we must challenge a system 
that simply shuffles children through grade 
to grade without determining whether they 
can read, write, and add and subtract. It’s 
I like to call it this: We need 


a system—see 


to challenge the soft bigotry of low expecta- 
tions. If you have low expectations you re 
going to get lousy results. We must not tol- 
erate a system that gives up on people 


I came to Washington and I worked 
with Democrats and ee to pass the 
No Child Left Behind Act. Let me tell you 
the strategy behind the act: It says that the 
Federal Government will spend more money 
on education in primary and se “condary 
schools—and we have increased the budgets 
by 40 percent. It also says, and in return for 
additional he ‘Ip, you must measure. We didn’t 


Say the Federal Government is going to 


Governor of 
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want the local—the 
States and the local districts to measure 

And so why do you ask that? Why do you 
say that in return for increased money, 
need to measure? And the reason why is be- 


measure: we said, we 


you 


cause in order to salve a problem, you've got 
to diagnose the problem. Measuring results 
can tell us whether or not teaching method 
ology is sound. Measuring results can enable 
us to figure out which children are falling 
behind early 

You know, one of the interesting things 
about the No Child Left Behind Act, it says 
that when we find a child falling behind early, 
there will be extra money for tutoring, extra 
money for help. The whole purpose is to 
make sure people are at the starting line. The 
whole purpose is to make sure that the teach- 
er that told me that “My children can’t 
read,” no longer happens in the ninth grade. 
Measuring helps us determine how we're 
doing. 

There’s an achievement gap in America 
that’s wrong for America, an achievement 
gap that says we’re not fulfilling the promise. 
One of the barriers to Figs Saya one of 
fact that too 
many of our children aren't reading at grade 
level. And we know that because we meas- 
ure, and we're doing something about it. Ac- 
tually, the achievement gap is beginning to 
close. There’s more work to be done. 

Measuring allows parents to see how the 
school that their child is going to is doing. 
It lets the parents determine whether or not 
they should be satisfied with the education 
their child is getting. | strongly believe that 
parental involvement is important for our 
school systems. And I believe—and I strongly 
believe a parent knows what's best for his 
or her child. That’s what I believe. And 
therefore, when we find schools that are not 
teaching and will not change, 


the obstacles to success is the 


our parents 
should have a different option. If you want 
quality education, you've got to trust the par- 
ents. 

You know, an amazing thing about our so- 
ciety t day is, wealthier white families have 
got the capacity to defeat mediocrity by mov- 
ing. That is not the case for lower-income 
families. And so therefore, I strongly believe 
in charter schools and public school choice. 
I believe in opportunity scholarships to be 
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able to enable parents to move their child 
out of a school that’s not teaching, for the 
benefit of the United States of America. 

I also understand that we’ve got to do 
more than just primary 
and secondary education. I'm proud to report 
that working with the United States Con- 
gress, the number of low-income 


more for primary 


Americans 
receiving Pell grants has increased by about 
a million Americans since I have become the 
President. Pell grants are an important part 
of educational excellence and opportunity. 

We're expanding money for our commu- 
nity college system. I met my pledge to in- 
crease funding for Historic: ally Black Univer- 
sities by 30 percent A decent education is 
the gateway to a life = opportunity. It is a 
fundamental civil right. And I look forward 
to working with the NAACP to enhance edu- 
cational excellence all United 
States of America. 

Second, | hope we can work together in 
an America where more people become own- 
ers, own something, something that they can 
call their own. 


across the 


Nation’s earliest 
days, ownership has been at the heart of our 
country. Unfortunately, 
African Americans were excluded from 
the dream. 


From our 


for most of our his- 
tory, 
That’s the reality of our past. 
Most of your forefathers didn’t come to this 
land seeking a better life; 
chains as the 


most came in 


property of other people. 


Today, their children and grandchildren now 


have an opportunity to own their own prop- 
erty, and good polici ies will encour: ige that. 


And that’s what we ought to work together 
on. 

For most Americans, ownership begins 
with owning your own home. 
is a way to build wealth. Owning a home is 
to—give something they can leave behind to 
their children. See, one of the concerns | 
have is that because of the past, there hasn't 
been enough assets that a family can pass 
on from one generation to the next. And 
we've got to address that problem. And 
good way to do so is through homeowner- 
ship. Owning a home gives people a stake 
in their neighborhoods and a stake in the fu- 
ture. 

Today, nearly half of 
own their own homes, 


Owning a home 


African Americans 
and that’s good for 


America. That’s good for our country, but 


/ July 20 


1369 


they've still got to do more. So we—working 
to do our part with helping people afford a 
downpayment and closing costs, helping fam- 
ilies who are in rental assistance to become 
homeowners, helping people understand the 
fine print when it comes to mortgage docu- 
ments. 

One of the things I want to work with the 
NAACP on is to encourage more people to 
be able to open the front door of the place 
where they live “Welcome to my 
home: welcome to my piece of property.” 1 
also want to work to home -owne rship i in other 
areas. We want to see African 
cans own their own businesses, 


and say, 


Ameri- 
and _ that’s 
increased loans to African Amer- 
ican businesses by 40 percent. We're taking 
steps to mi ike it easier for African American 
businesses to compete for Federal contracts. 
We're working to expand help to have Afri- 
can American workers own a piece of their 
own retirement. 

You know, one of my friends is Bob John- 
BET. He’s an interesting 
man. He believes strongly in ownership. He 


more 


why we've 


son, founder of 


be lie ves 
strongly, for example, that the death tax will 
preve nt future African American entre- 
preneurs from being able to pass their assets 
from one generation to the next. He 
understand that the investor class 
shouldn’t be just confined to the old defini- 
tion of the investor class. 

You know, 


has been a successful owner. He 


and | 
also 


an amazing experience—when 
I went to Canton, Mississippi, asked the 
workers there, mainly African 
American workers, I said, “How many of you 
have your own 401 k)?” Nearly all the hands 


went up. That means they own their own as- 


who were 


They manage their own 
It’s a system that says, we want you 


sets. It’s their mone y. 
money. : 
assets that you can leave from one 
generation to the Asset accumulation 
is an important part of removing the barriers 
for opportunity. I think it’s really important, 
and I want to work with Bruce, if possible. 
The Federal Government should encourage 
ownership in the 


to have 
next. 


Government pension pro- 
gram, to give people a chance to own an 
something they can call their own. 
Ownership is vital to making sure this coun- 
try extends its hope to every neighborhood 
in the United States of America. And I look 


asset, 
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forward to working with the NAACP to en- 
courage ownership in America. 

I want to work with you to make 
America’s communities are 


sure 
strong. I’ve got 
Tony Evans. Some of you 
from Dallas, 
giving a sermon 
speak, and 


friend named 


may know Tony, Texas. He was 


one time , and I heard him 
want to share with you what 
it was. He said—he told a story about the 
man who had a crack on one of the walls 
in his home. So he got the plasterer to come 
by, and the guy plastered the wall. And about 
four d: rys later = crack reappeared. Got 
another plaste rer im; ; put the plaster on the 
wall; and it seta again. He’s getting 
frustrated. He finally called fellow 
over. The man explained what the problem 
was with the cracks on the wall. He said, look 
in order to solve the cracks on the wall, you 
have to fix the foundation. 

What I want to do is work with the NAACP 
to help fix the foundations of our society. We 
want strong families. We want to help people 
who need help. We want to help the ad- 
dicted: we 


wise 


want help the homeless; we 
want to help those who are trying to reenter 
society after having been incarcerated. That's 
what we want to do. We want to help lives 
be improved. hand out 
but it cannot put hope 


in a pe rson's he ‘art or a sense of purpose in 


Government 
—and we do 


can 
money- 
a person's life. That’s why I strongly support 
institutions of faith and community service 
all around our country. I believe in the neigh- 
borhood helpers and healers. 

And | put this policy in place: We've pro- 
vided more than $5 billion to faith-based 
groups that are running the soup kitchens 
and sheltering the homeless and healing the 
addicted and helping people reenter our so- 
ciety—people who are providing compas- 
sionate care and love. Organizations of faith 
exist to love a neighbor like they d like to 
And I believe it’s im- 
portant for Government to not only welcome 
but to encourage faith-based programs to 
help solve the intractable problems of our 
society. 

And this Faith-Based Initiative is being 
challenged in the courts. They claim that— 
they fight the initiative in the name of civil 
liberties, yet they do not seem to realize that 
the organizations the ’y are trying to prevent 


be loved themselves. 
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from accessing Federal money are the same 
ones that helped win the struggle of civil 
rights. I believe if an organization gets good 
results and helps people turn their lives 
around, it deserves support of Government. 
We should not discriminate based upon reli- 
gion. We ought to welcome religious institu- 
tions into helping solve and save America, 
one soul and one heart at a time. 

Finally, you and I seek America that com- 
mits its wealth and expertise to helping those 
who suffer from terrible disease. We believe 
that every person in the world bears the 
image of our Maker and is an individual of 
matchless value. And when we see the 
scourge of HIV/AIDS ravaging communities 
at home and abroad, we must not avert our 
eyes. 

Today, more than a million of our fellow 
Americans live with HIV, and more than half 
of all AIDS cases arise in the African Amer- 
ican This disease is spreading 
And 
one of the reasons the disease is spreading 
so quickly is, many don’t realize they have 
the virus. 


community. 
fastest among African American women. 


And so we're going to lead a nation- 
wide effort—and I want to work with the 
NAACP on this effort—to deliver rapid HIV 
AIDS—HIV tests to millions of our fellow 
citizens. Congress needs to reform and reau- 
thorize the Ryan White Act and provide 
funding to States so we can end the waiting 
lists for AIDS medications in this country 

To whom much is given, much is required 
This Nation is a blessed nation, 
we look at HIV/AIDS on the continent of 
Africa, we haven’t turned aw: iy. We believe 
it's our Nation’s re sponsibility to he P those 
who suffer from this pande mic. We're lead- 
ing the world when it comes to saanliling 
medications and help. Today, more than 40 
million people around the world are living 
with HIV/AIDS; 26 million of those live in 
sub-Sahara Africa, including 2 million chil- 
dren under the age of 15. We’re calling peo- 
ple together. We pledged $15 billion to pro- 
vide medicine and help. We launched the 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief. Before this 
AIDS emergency plan was passed, only 
50,000 people in sub-Sahara Africa were get- 
ting medicine. Today, that number has grown 
to more than 560,000 people, and more are 
getting help every day. By working together, 


and when 
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we can turn the tide of this struggle against 
HIV/AIDS and bring new hope to millions 
of people. 

These goals I’ve outlined are worthy of our 
Nation. In the century since the NAACP was 
founded, our Nation has grown more pros- 
perous and more powerful. It’s also grown 
more equal and just. Yet this work is not fin- 
ished. That’s what I’m here The his- 
America is one of constant renewal, 
and each generation has a re sponsibility to 
write a new chapter in the unfinished story 
of freedom. 


to Say. 
tory of 


That story be gan with the founding prom- 
ise of equality and justice and freedom for 
all men. And that promise has brought hope 
and inspiration to all peoples across the 
world. Yet our founding was also imperfect 
human beings that made our 
founding were imperfect. Many of the same 
Founders who signed their names to a parch- 
ment declaring that all men are created equal 
permitted whole categories of human beings 
The future 
of our founding, to live up to its own words 
opene «da wound that has persiste -d to tod: iy 

In the 19th century, the 
in a civil war. In the 


because the 


to be excluded from these words. 


wound resulted 


20th century, it denied 


African Americans the vote in many parts of 


our country. And at the 
2Ist century, the 


beginnings of the 
wound is not fully healed 
|. To heal 
must continue to 
work for a new founding that redeems the 
promise 


and whole communities—|applause 
this wound for good, we 
of our Declaration and guarantees 
the birthright of every citizen. 

For many African Americans this 
founding began with the civil rights move- 
ment and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. A 
generation of Americans that has grown up 


new 


in the last few decades may not appreciate 
what this act has meant. Condi Rice under- 
stands what this act has meant. See, she tells 
me of her father’s long struggle to register 
to vote, and the pride that came when he 
finally claimed his full rights as an American 
citizen to cast his first ballot. She shared that 
story with me. Yet that right was not fully 

guaranteed until President I yndon Johnson 
signed the Voting Rights Act into law. Presi- 
dent Johnson called the right to vote the life- 
blood of our democracy. That was true then, 
and it remains true today. 
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I thank the Members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives for reauthorizing the Voting 
Rights Act. Soon the Senate will take up the 
legislation. | look forward to the Senate pass- 
ing this bill promptly, without amendment, 
so I can sign it into law. 

There's an old Methodist hymn that speaks 
of God guiding us with a hand of power and 
a heart of love. We cannot know God's plans, 
but we trust in his purposes, because we 
know that the Creator who wrote the desire 
for liberty in our hearts also gives us the 
strength and wisdom to fulfill it. And the God 
who has brought us thus far on the way will 
give us the strength to finish the journey. 

Thank you for having me. May God bless. 
Norte: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. at the 
Washington Convention Center. 
he referred to Bruce S 
chief executive 


In his remarks, 

Gordon, president and 
NAACP; Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; civil rights activist 
Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr 
Rainbow/PUSH 


former 


officer, 


founder and president 
Benjamin L. Hooks 
NAACP; and Donna 
National Committee’s 


Coalition: 
executive director 
Brazile, chair, Democratic 


Voting Rights Institute 


Statement on Legislation To 
Reauthorize the Voting Rights Act 


July 20, 2006 


Last week, the House of Representatives 
passed legislation to reauthorize the Voting 
Rights Act. This morning, in celebration of 
the heroism of the civil rights movement, | 
spoke to members of the National Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Colored People 
at their 97th annual convention, 
Washington, DC. At the NAACP convention, 

I said that I looked forward to the Senate 
shes passing the House bill without 
amendment. Today the Senate acted and 
voted to reauthorize this historic legislation. 

The Voting Rights Act is one of the most 
important pieces of legislation in our Nation’s 
history. It has been vital to guaranteeing the 
right to vote for 


here in 


generations of Americans 
and has helped millions of our citizens enjoy 
the full promise of freedom. 

I will be pleased to sign the Voting Rights 
Act into law, and I will continue to work with 
Congress to ensure that our country lives up 
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to our guiding principle that all men and 
women are created equal. 


Nore: The statement referred to H.R. 9 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
First Vice President of the 
Government of National Unity of 
Sudan and President of Southern 
Sudan Salva Kiir 

July 20, 2006 


President Bush. honor to 
welcome a man who wears two hats to the 
Oval Office: Vice 
well as the President of 
We've had a fascinating discussion. 
come, Mr. Vice President, 
here. Thank you for coming. 

I assured our friend that the United States 
is committed to helping the Sudanese peo- 
ple - we're committed to making sure that the 
peace agreement that we he ‘Iped 3 you nego- 
tiate is implemented. We're also committed 
to he ‘Iping the pe ople in Darfur. 

I want to thank you for spending time with 
me to strategize 


It's been my 


President of all Sudan, as 
Southern Sudan. 
Wel- 
I'm glad you're 


can do to 
Our strategy is that we 


about what we 
save lives in Darfur. 
want AU 
blue-helmeted; in other words, the United 
Nations should be invited in. We talked 
about how best to get that done in order to 
save lives. Obviously, there 
work to be done. 


forces to be complemented and 


But I want to thank you for coming to our 
country and sharing with me of your 
thoughts and your vision for the people you 
represent. to the Oval Office. 

First Vice President Kiir. Thank you very 
much, Your Excellency, President. Well, we 
are delighted to be in this office at the invita- 
tion of His Excellency, the President of the 
United States of America. It is a very rare 
opportunity for the people of southern 
Sudan, in particular, to come to this office 
and to voice our—their concerns about what- 
ever is happening in our country. 

It is true we have been working togethe : 
during the negotiations with the people « 
the United States and the Government at 
United States of America to bring peace to 
Sudan. 


some 


So welcome 


is still a lot of 


And that peace has taken a toll of 
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This dream has been achieved, 
and we are now together in the implementa- 
tion. 


our people. 


There are so many other crises in Sudan 
that is the problem of Darfur—that people 
been talking 
that we are 
that we 


have about. And we are 


sure 
going to solve the problem sO 
about rapes and killings 
in Darfur—and all other parts of our country, 
like the 
gotiating in that province so that peace is also 
achieved all over the Sudan. 
thank the President for all the ef- 
forts that he has been exerting and the con- 
cerns that he has about the people of Sudan. 
President Bush. 
ciate you. 


don’t hear 


eastern Sudan we are now also ne- 


SO we 


Thank you, sir; appre- 


wane: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House 


Statement on House of 
Representatives Approval of a Free 
Trade Agreement With Oman 


July 20, 2006 


I am pleased the House has approved our 
free trade agreement with Oman. 
ment will advance America’s national secu- 
rity by strengthening our bilateral relations 
with a strategic friend and ally in the Middle 
East region. The 


This agree- 


agreement will also level 
the playing field for U.S. workers and busi- 
nesses, and will support Oman’s leaders as 
they seek to create long-term opportunities 
for the Omani people. I look forward to sign- 
ing this legislation and to continuing our ef- 
forts to build a Middle East Free Trade Area. 


Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Military Personnel and an Exchange 
With Reporters i in Aurora, Colorado 


July 21, 2006 


[The President's 
progress. 


remarks are joined in 


The President. ——and this country sup- 
ports you and admires you and appreciates 


your dedication. You're doing some hard 
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work. It’s hard work to defeat terrorists, kill- 
ers that wanted to achieve their objective. 
But we'll succeed; we'll prevail. 

| want our troops to understand that not 
only does the country support them, but 
we |l—we'll win. It’s in our national interests 
that we win. And we will. We’ve got some 
powerful, powerful weapons on our side. 
We've got the men and women who wear 
the uniform, people who bring such dignity 
and honor and bring compassion to people 
who have been suffering under tyranny and 
are now wondering whether or not the future 
is bright for them. And we've got freedom 
on our side too, and freedom is a powerful 
weapon. People want to be free. 

And again, I want to thank you all for your 
service. I want to thank your families. I wish 
they were here so I could thank them in per- 
son. But your sacrifice has meant a lot. Con- 
gratulations for stepping up and volunteering 
and being a part of history. Thanks for giving 
me a chance to visit and have a little lunch 
with you. God bless you all. 


Secretary Rice’s Upcoming Visit to the 
Middle East 

Q. Mr. President, what do you hope Sec- 
retary Rice accomplishes on her trip to the 
Middle East, sir? 

The President. I''m going to talk to her 
tomorrow when I—Sunday, when I get back 
to the White House. We’re going to have a 
good visit. 

Q. What do you hope she accomplishes, 
sir? 


The President. | said I would talk to her 
tomorrow. 


Nore: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. at Ta- 
male Fiesta Kitchen. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 


Statement on Senate Action on the 
“Adam Walsh Child Protection and 
Safety Act of 2006” 

July 21, 2006 


I applaud Members of the United States 
Senate for voting to strengthen our laws 
against convicted sex offenders. 

The Adam Walsh Child Protection and 
Safety Act of 2006 will ensure appropriate 
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sentencing for sex offenders and will provide 
local law enforcement officials with the tools 
they need to track those who prey upon chil- 
dren. By supporting this legislation, the Sen- 
ate has taken an important step towards pro- 
viding our country with a strict, uniform sys- 
tem for monitoring sex offenders to ensure 
that they do not commit additional crimes 
against our Nation’s children. 

I urge the House of Representatives to 
pass this good legislation as quickly as pos- 
sible, so that I can sign it into law. 


Nore: The statement referred to H.R. 4472. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Phe following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 


July 15 

In the morning, in Strelna, Russia, the 
President had an intelligence briefing. 

In the afternoon, at the Konstantinovsky 
Palace Complex, the President had a working 
lunch with President Vladimir Putin of Rus- 
Sia. 

In the evening, the President traveled to 
Petrodvorets, Russia, where, at the Peterhof, 
he attended a G-S8 summit social dinner and 
entertainment. Later, he returned to Strelna. 


July 16 

In the morning, at the Konstantinovsky 
Palace Complex, the President participated 
in G-8S summit meetings. He then met with 
Junior 8 student leaders. 
the President had a 
working lunch with G-S8 leaders. Later, he 
participated in G-S summit meetings. 

In the evening, the President had a work- 
ing dinner with G-S leaders. 


In the afternoon, 


July 17 
In the morning, the President had an intel- 


ligence briefing. Later, at the 
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Konstantinovsky Palace Complex, he partici- 
pated inG 
In the afternoon, the President had a 
working lunch with G-—S leaders. Later, he 
participated in a photo opportunity with G 


S summit meetings. 


8 — and leaders of international organi- 
zations. Later, he and Mrs. 
to Washington, DC. 

The President 


Bush returned 


announced his intention to 
nominate Clyde Bishop to be Ambassador to 
the Marshall Islands. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Mark R. Dybul to be Coordinator 
of the U.S. Government Activities to Combat 
HIV/AIDS Globally with the rank of Ambas- 
sador 
announced his intention to 
nominate Peter W. Tredick to be 
of the National Mediation Board. 

The President 


The President 


a member 


announced his intention to 
Stephen M. and Anne 
Udall to be members of the Board 
Morris K. Udall Scholar- 
ship and Excellence in National Environ- 
mental Policy Foundation. 


nominate Prescott 
Jeannette 


of Trustees of the 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint Louis Mead Treadwell II, Vera K. 
Metcalf, and Charles ]. Vorosmarty as mem- 
bers of the National Arctic 


mission 


Research Com- 


The President announced his intention to 


appoint Timothy Pawlenty as a member of 


the National Infrastructure Advisory Coun- 
cil 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Sidney R. Unobskey as an alternate 
member of the Roosevelt ( ‘ampobello Inter 
national Park Commission. 

The President announced his designation 
of the following individuals 
a Presidential delegation to Lima, Peru, to 
attend the Inauguration of President Alan 
Garcia Perez of Peru on July 28: Carlos M 
Gutierrez (head of delegation): 
Curtis Struble. 


and James 


July 18 

In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he participated in a photo opportunity with 
members of the National Capital Area Coun- 
cil of the Boy Scouts of America. Then, in 
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex- 


as members of 
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ecutive Office Building, he participated in a 
photo opportunity with 2006 Indianapolis 
500 winner Sam Hornish, Jr., 
Crystal. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a dinner for former Archbishop 
of Washington Cardinal 
McCarrick, incoming Archbishop of Wash- 
ington Donald W. Wuerl, and Papal Nuncio 
Archbishop Pietro Sambi. 


and his wife, 


Theodore’ E. 


July 19 
In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he met with Secretary of Defense Donald 
H. Rumsfeld. 
In the 
President 


Oval Office, the 
Secretary of State 


in the 
with 
Condoleezza Rice. 
The White announced 
President will welcome Salva Kiir, 


afternoon, 
met 


that the 
First Vice 


House 


President of Sudan and President of South- 
ern Sudan, to the White House on July 20. 


July 20 

In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, he had a telephone 
with Minister Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey to discuss the situ- 
ation in Lebanon and recent terrorist attacks 
in Turkey. 

Also in the morning, the President 
dropped by a meeting between Vice Chair- 
man of the Central Military Commission 
Gen. Guo Boxiong of China and National Se- 
curity Adviser Stephen J. Hadley. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Vice President Dick ¢ ‘heney. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Sharon Lynn Hays to be Associate 
Director of the Office of Science and Tech- 
nology Policy. 


conversation Prime 


The President announced his intention to 
nominate Robert W. Johnson to be Commis- 
sioner of Reclamation at the Department of 
the Interior. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate James R. Kunder to be Deputy Ad- 
ministrator of the U.S 
national Development. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Mary Martin Ourisman to be Am- 
bassador to Barbados, Ambassador to Saint 


Agency for Inter- 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 


Kitts and Nevis, Ambassador to Saint Lucia, 
Ambassador to Antigua and Barbuda, Am- 
bassador to Dominica, Ambassador to Gre- 
nada, and Ambassador to Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Bijan Rafiekian to be a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Export-Im- 
port Bank of the U.S. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Karen B. Stewart to be Ambas- 
sador to Belarus. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Todd I. Stewart to be a member 
of the National Security Education Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Jane Marie Doggett to be a mem- 
ber of the National Council on the Human 
ities. 


July 21 

In the morning, the President had an intel 
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Aurora, 
CO. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Englewood, CO. Later, at 
dence, he made remarks at a reception for 
congressional candidate Rick O'Donnell. He 
then traveled to the 
Crawford, TX. 

The White that the 
President will welcome Prime Minister Tony 
Blair of the United Kingdom to the Whit« 
House on July 28. 


a private resi- 


Bush Ranch in 


House announced 


The President declared an emergency in 
Missouri and ordered Federal aid to supple- 
ment State and local response efforts in the 


area struck by severe storms beginning on 
July 19 and continuing. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 


The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For 
eign Service officers. 


Submitted July 18 


Clyde Bishop, 

of Delaware, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be 
Ambassador — Extraordinary and __ Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of the Marshall Islands. 


Mark R. Dybul, 

of Florida, to be Coordinator of United 
States Government Activities to Combat 
HIV/AIDS Globally, with the rank of Ambas- 


sador, vice Randall L. Tobias, resigned. 


Stephen M. Prescott, 

of Oklahoma, to be a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Morris K. Udall Scholar- 
ship and Excellence in National Environ- 
mental Policy Foundation for a term expiring 
April 15, 2011, vice Herbert Guenther, term 
expired. 


Peter W. Tredick, 

of California, to be a member of the National 
Mediation Board for a term expiring July 1, 
2010 (reappointment) 


Anne Jeannette Udall, 

of North Carolina, to be a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Morris K. Udall 
Scholarship and Excellence in National Envi- 
ronmental Policy Foundation for a term ex- 
piring October 6, 2010 (reappointment). 


Submitted July 21 


Jane M. Doggett, 

of Montana, to be a member of the National 
Council on the Humanities for a term expir- 
ing January 26, 2012, Stephen 
McKnight, term expired. 


vice 


Sharon Lynn Hays, 

of Virginia, to be an Associate Director of 
the Office of Science and Technology Policy, 
vice Kathie L. Olsen. 


Ronald J. James, 
of Ohio, to be an Assistant Secretary of the 
Army, vice Reginald Jude Brown. 


Robert W. Johnson, 
of Nevada. to be Commissioner of Reclama- 
tion, vice John W. Keys III, resigned. 
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James R. Kunder, 

of Virginia, to be Deputy Administrator of 
the U.S. Agency for International Develop- 
ment, vice Frederick W. Schieck. 


Mary Martin Ourisman, 

of Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Barbados, and to serve concur- 
rently and without additional compensation 
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Antigua 
and Barbuda, the Commonwealth of Domi- 
nica, Grenada, and Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines. 


Bijan Rafiekian, 
of California, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Export-Import Bank of 
the United States for the remainder of the 
term expiring January 20, 2007, vice Linda 
Mysliwy Conlin 


Karen B. Stewart 

of Florida, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be 
Extraordinary and _ Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Belarus. 


A mbassador 


Maj. Gen. Todd I. Stewart, USAF, (Ret. 
of Ohio, to be a member of the National Se- 
curity Education Board for a term of 4 years, 


vice Arthur James ¢ ollingsworth, term expir- 


Oo 
ing. 
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Secretary Tony Snow 
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Statement by the Press Secretary on the 
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vancement and Rule of Law 
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Nuclear Terrorism 
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Transcript of a press briefing by Under Sec- 
retary for Political Affairs Nicholas Burns and 
Press Secretary Tony Snow on the G-S lead- 
ers joint statement on the situation in the 


Middle East 


Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary 


of State Condoleezza Rice 
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Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec- 
retary Tony Snow 


Fact sheet: The President's Accomplish- 
ments at the G-S Summit 
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Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
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